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KILLING INJUN’S OKAY? 


Inquiry into Killing of Leo LaChance Criticized 


PRINCE ALBERT, Sask.- The final 
report of the public inquiry into the 
killing of Native trapper Leo LaChance 
by white supremacist Carney Nerland 
was released on November 22, 1993. In 
its 75-page report, the three member 
commission of inquiry criticized the 
Prince Albert Police and Crown pros- 
ecutors for their handling of the case. 
е inquiry had been called after 
organizations and anti-racist 
pressed their outrage at the 
way police and courts handled the case. 
The commission was to investigate 
whether Nerland had recieved special 
treatment in the trial, and to examine to 
what extent racism played a role in the 
killing. But the inquiry itself came 
under fire by Native groups, human 
rights organizations and the LaChance 
family. The main criticism being that 
the $400,000 commission failed to fully 
examine Nerland's white supremaics 
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groups 



































ing material on the liberation struggles of 
езе Peoples in ће бий. The 
work includes Native Peoples’ 
in ол political prisoners, and struggles 
for land and self-determination. 
ОН-ТОН-КІМ was previously intended 
to be a quarterly newspaper; however, due 
to financial limitations, it will now consist of 
а regular newsletter from 4 to 8 pages іп 
length, published bi-monthly. Other 
material that is being prepared is a booklet 
оп Native Peoples in the prisons of Canada 
entitled "No Justice on Stolen Land,” a 
revised and expanded edition of an article 
which originally appeared in OH-TOH-KIN 
по. 2. 
































‘Subscriptions to OH-TOH-KIN Publications 
include the newsletter, and will also include 
other materials we publish. 

In the past, we offered free subscrip- 
tions ot prisoners; however, due to our 
financial situation, we can now only offer a 
reduced subscription rate for those in the 
гоп Houses (those who contribute articles 
ог artwork will recieve free issues). 









Subscription Rates: 


*$10/year for individuals 
*$20/year for organizations and libraries 
*$3 for a sample copy 

"$5/уваг for prisoners and Elders 


Please mako all cheques or money orders 


In Europe: Please contact our European 
distributor for copies of OH-TOH-KIN at: 
Active Distribution, 

BM Active, 

London, WCIN 3XX England 







beliefs and their contribution to the 
killing. The final report was also vir- 
tually silent on whether or not Nerland 
recieved special treatment because of 
his alleged role as a police informer. 


THE KILLING OF LEO LACHANCE 

On Jan. 28/91, 48 year old Leo 
LaChance, a Cree trapper from the Big 
River Reserve in northern 
Saskatchewan, entered the Prince Albert 
Northern Pawn and Gun Shop. Inside 
were Camey Nerland, owner of the 
shop, and two of his friends: Gar Bro- 
wnbridge (an employee of the 
Saskatchewan Young Offender's Pro- 
gramme), and Russell Yungwirth (a 
guard at the PA Correctional Centre). 
Nerland fired two rounds from an M-56 
assault rifle into the floor. It remains 


unclear whether LaChance had left the 
store at this point or was tuming to 
Teave, 


when a third round was fired 
which struck him. LaChance staggered 
away from the store and collapsed. A 
pi by rushed into the gun shop to 
telephone an ambulance, but was ref- 
used permission by Nerland. LaChance 
died the following morning from blood 
loss and damage to his internal organs. 
Two days later, Nerland was 
ted by RCMP in a bunkhouse in 
тп Alberta and returned to Prince 

























ing the shooting, the C 

charged Nerland with manslaughter. 
The investigation had concluded that 
there was not enough evidence to show 
intent to kill. This comes as по sur- 
prise, considering that the bulk of the 


"igvestigation” consisted of intervie 


premises and that the rifle accidently 
discharged when the fatal round was 
fired. 
On February 1, the Criminal Intelli- 
genie Division of the Regina RCMP 
met with police and the Crown ргоѕеси- 
tor in PA, During the meeting, the 
name of a police informant involved in 
the case was disclosed. Carney Nerland 
is believed to be that informant. 
Whether or not Nerland was the 
informer, and if so, how much he 
benefitted from this role during the trial, 
was one of the main questions the 
inquiry failed to address. One obstacle 
to uncovering the truth in this particular 
matter is the police informant protection 
гше. Under this, Nerland did not have 
to answer any questions about organized 
white supremacist activity, his relation- 
ship to the RCMP, or his alleged role as 
a police informant, during the inquiry. 
At first Nerland pleaded not guilty 
to the manslaughter charge. Shortly 
afterwards, this was changed to a guilty 
plea, which effectively limited any 
examination of Nerland's white suprem- 
acist background. In this way, the 
Crown prosecutor and the judge were 
able to dismiss Nerland's racist beliefs 
as irrelevant to the killing, and to 
characterize Nerland's statement to 
police that “If I'm convicted of killing 
that Indian, they should give me a 
medal and you should pin it on те", аз 
nothing more than "bravado". The 
Crown prosecutor and Nerland's defense 
lawyer both agreed to a four-year prison 
term, and in May 1991 Nerland was 
sentenced, 


CARNEY NERLAND AND THE 
ARYAN NATIONS 

The dismissal of Nerland's lve- 
ment in white supremacist acti з аз 
а motivating factor in the shooting of 
LaChance outraged many Native people. 
The inquiry also criticized this perspec- 
tive, noting "Nerland’s indifference to 
the life of Leo LaChance was rooted in 
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Carney Nerland (1). flanked by Terry Long, 


at "Aryan Fest" in Alberta 


racism and this was the reason for his 
теск ess toward LaChance." "Reck- 
lessness" is an understatement when one 
considers the level of involvement Ner- 
land had with white supremacist groups 
(and the grim outcome of the Jan. 28th 
events). 

At the time that Nerland shot and 
killed LaChance, he was the 
Saskatchewan leader of the Arvan 
nations and a member of the Ku Klux 
Klan. Nerland first joined the Aryan 
Nations at the age of 18 

Based near Hayden Lake, Idaho, the 
Aryan Nations is the "political wing" of 
the Church of Jesus Christ Christians. 
Both these organizations are run by 
Richard Butler, and are part of the Chri- 
stian Identity movement. Christian 
Identiy claims "churches" and represen- 
tatives in all 50 states of the continental 
USA as well as chapters in Canada, 
particularly in Alberta and BC. Iden- 












uniting various factions of the extreme 
t skinheads 
ving surv- 
sts to nazi organizations. 
appeal of Identity is its militant anti- 
mitism and its call for all "Aryan 
5" to prepare for the coming 
“race war". Identity theology preaches 
that the white European races are God's 
chosen peoples, and that Jews are the 
literal descendants of Satan. Proof of 
white European's superiority over other 
peoples is explained by rewriting the 
Book of Genesis. According to Ident- 
ity, God created all races except the 
white race on the third day of creation. 
These races were all failed experiments. 
Only on the sixth day did God create 
the perfect man- Adam, a white man 
Identity also preaches that Afrikans are 
a subhuman race created by God to 
serve as slaves for the white race. 
Violence and the advocacy of genocide 
are integral to Identity doctrine. A 
striking example of the capacity for 
terrorist violence by the movement 
Aryan Nations is a part of is the Order. 
Formed in 1983, the Order was an 
armed clandestine organization that 
carried out armed robberies, killings, 
counterfeitting and at least one bomb- 
ing. In 1985, twenty-three members 
were rounded up in a US-wide police 
sweep. Much of the training and organ- 
izing the Order underwent was carried 
out in Richard Butler's fortified com- 
pound near Hayden Lake. 

Nerland himself visited Hayden 
Lake, and in September 1989 he was 
appointed leader of the Saskatchewan 
branch of Aryan Nations. On Sept. 
8/90, Nerland was prominent at an 
"Aryan Fest" organized by Aryan 
Nations and held near Provost, Alberta 
There, Nerland brandished a shotgun 
and, along with other white suprema- 
cists, threatened anti-racist protesters. 
Referring to his shotgun, he told jour- 
nalists "This is Native birth control." 








































That Nerland's committed involve- 
ment with Aryan Nations and his 
expressed hatred of Native Peoples was 
dismissed as "irrelevant" in his shooting 
of LaChance raises serious questions 
about racism in the criminal justice 
system itself. 


WHITE SUPREMACY IN THE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 


How could Prince Albert police and 
the Crown prosecutor's office. relying 
almost solely on the statements of Ner- 
land and his two friends, come to the 
conclusion that Nerland showed "по 
intent to kill?". Just as importantly, 
how could the judge апа prosecutor 
dismiss Nerland's long-time connection 
to Aryan Nations and his white suprem- 
acist beliefs, sentencing him to just four 

ars in prison? Besides the alleged 
role of informer and the protection 
given Nerland if he was an informer. 




















































is that the life of Native Peoples is of 
worth, Furthermore, there аге indi 

cations that white supremacist views are 
well represented within the criminal 
jus m. Both Brownbridge and 
Yungwirth, Nerland’s buddies who were 
present during th shootin; are 
employees of the Correctional Service 
of Canada. When Nerland appeared for 
а bail hearing after being arrested, a 
group of Prince Albert Correctional 
Centre employees, wearing their union 
jackets, were present to lend moral 
support to him. During the inquiry 
Nerland himself named six members of 
the PA police department as committed 
white supremacists, while others were 

sympathetic to extreme right-wing 
It is important to note that 
has one of the 
ѕоптепі rates for Native 
e making up seven per 
cent of the provincial population, Native 
constituted 68 per cent of ad- 
о provincial prisons іп 1990- 

































































While examining if racism played a 
role in the shooting of LaChance, the 
inquiry was obviously too Euro-centric 
to examine the role of racism in the 
actual investigation and trial, In respon- 
ding to the allegations of extreme right 
police officers in Prince Albert, the 
inquiry lamely commented that it was 
beyond the mandate of the commission 
to explore how widespread white sup- 
remacist perspectives were within the 
police force. One would think, how- 
ever, that it's precisely these kind of 
questions that need to be answered in 
seeing that justice is done in the La- 
Chance case. Why Nerland killed La- 
Chance is already known: what needs to 
be exposed is how the investigation and 





Continued on Page 7 
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The Mayan Uprising in Chiapas 


by Gord Н. & Nessa 


On January 1. 1994, 
Zapatista National Liberation Army (Span- 
ish: Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacion- 
al- EZLN) launched an uprising in the south- 
em Mexican state of Chiapas. An estimated 
2,000 fighters, mostly Tzotzil, Tzeltal, Chol 
and Tojolabal peoples of the Mayan nation, 
captured four towns on the first day of the 
insurgency 

In San Cristobal de las Casas, the ѕес- 
ond largest city in Chiapas, the guerrillas 
attacked the Municipal Palace, courts and 
police, killing the commander of the Chiapas 
Judicial Police. Just twenty 


uerrillas from the 

















years ago, 


Indians were not even permitted to walk on 
the city’s sidewalks; on this day, they con- 
trolled it 


ingo, the Zapatistas fought with 
killing five and wounding six. 
1 radio station XEOCH was taken 
over, from which the EZLN's declarations 
would be broadcast for the following days. 
Similiar actions occurred in the towns of Las 
Margaritas and Altamirano. 

Thus began the first day of a conflict 
that focused the world’s attention on Chiapas 
and the struggle of Indigenous peoples. A 
conflict that displayed, once again, the brutal 
repression that the Mexican state 
of. And, in no way a coincidence 
lighted the darker side of the North Ameri- 
‘rade Agreement (NAFTA), which 
officially began on New Year's day 

In the days and weeks which followed, 
we watched as the Mexican state deployed 
over 12.000 troops to crush the uprising, 
bombing entire communities. executing both 
civilians and Zapatistas, attacking journalists 
as well as representatives from the Red 
Cross and other human rights agencies. In 
spite of the massive repression unleashed 
against our Indigenous Brothers and Sisters. 
we cannot lose sight of the Spirit of Resis- 
tance that has given them the courage and 
determination to wage war against an op- 
pressive and illegitimate government Many 
have already condemned the uprising to an 
early death, never stopping to think, and 
realize. that it is but another chapter in a 500 
year old struggle. and that this struggle will 
continue, not in spite of the Zapatista's 
uprising, but because of it. 

he uprising in Chiapas encompasses 
every aspect of Indigenous struggles in the 
Americas today. It cannot be limited to one 
single Anti-NAFTA activists who 
only see it as a 
trade are not only opportunistic but ignorant, 
ly. those on the Left who wish to 
lize on the use of Emiliano Za) 












сап Ёге; 





эзше. 


act of resistance to free 









capita 
а symbol, and those who debate whether it 
has been an "апа 
Zapata's libertarian beli 
serving and 
Socialists who see it as a ‘class war erupting 
› the reality of Indigenous 
today. Certainly, the 
zency in Chiapas contains elements of 
but we repeat: this uprising is the 
continuation of over 500 years of Indigenous 
resistance to colonization, the basis of which 








rchist” struggle because of 
are both self- 
point 





missing the entirely 






is the struggle for land and self-determina- 
tion 

From the very outset, the Zapatistas had 
articulated their demands for a negotiated 
settlement. These demands included land. 
shelter, health, edu 
racy, justice and pea 
the beginning of talks boiled down to three 
main points: govemment recognition of the 
fores 
ons covered under the Geneva 
Convention- Zapatistas 
tured as prisoners of war). withdrawal of 









jon. frees 





The preconditions to 





particularily (ог 





federal troops from communities in Chiapas. 
and an end to indiscriminate bombing 
attacks on civilians. On January 12. as 
between 60.000 10 100.000 people 
in Mexico City against the 
in Chiapas. Pr 


and 








govemment's 
ident 
Days later. 
mmesty to all partici- 
implying amnesty 





repression Salinas 





announced a unliteral ceasefire. 
Salinas offered an " 








for federal soldiers who executed both Zapa- 
tistas and civilians. The “amnesty” was 
well-timed: shortly before it was announced, 
investigators had exhumed six bodies from a 
mass grave near Ocosingo- Zapatistas. 
Some indication of the crises that the 
Mexican govemment found itself in is 
revealed in the dismissal of certain members 
of the ruling PRI (Institutional Revolutionary 
Party): interior minister Patrocinio Gonzalez 
Garrido, a former governor of Chiapas. was 
fired, On January 18, the present Chiapas 
govemor. Elmar Setzer Marseille, who 
worked closely with powerful landowners in 
the state, resigned and Jorge Carpizo, report- 
ed to be a "respected defender of human 
rights," was appointed as a mediator in 
egotiations. Even more profound is the 
govemment negotiators acceptance of 
Roman Catholic Bishop Samuel Ruiz as an 
intermediary to the EZLN. Ruiz’ "liberation 
theology church" had been blamed by the 
goverment as "insitigating the revolt." 
Along with reshuffling the party deck, the 
government also, as usual, made promises 
of economic aid and reforms to the Indigen- 
ous peoples. However, even throughout the 














Guill of 
Tehuantepe? 





‘The New York Times 


discussions there was a notable lack of 
Indigenous participation or input into the 
government's plans. 

Despite everything, it's clear that the 
uprising has shaken Mexican society to its 
core. 


NAFTA АМО THE ECONOMICS 
OF GENOCIDE 

NAFTA sign 
colonization process of Mexico, as a modem 
strategy to ensure the continued exploitation 
of people and resources. By definition 
NAFTA is the removal of barriers to trade 
such as tariffs and quotas. For multi-nation- 
als based in the US and Canada, NAFTA not 
only provides а new base of operations. but 
the chance to develop a huge consumer 
The trade agreement must be 
viewed in the context of changing global 
economics. Countries abroad have consoli- 
dated their alliances by forming regional 
blocs. 
zones such as the European Economic Com- 
munity, or the unofficially dubbed Asian 
Economic Sphere Initiative. Canada and the 
United States have followed suit, creating 
an increasingly integrated bloc that has, 
under NAFTA, moved to include Mexico. 
For the transnationals. the leading propon- 
ents of the trade agreement, there is only one 
way to go from here- south. Without an 
organized, coehisive opposition NAFTA 
threatens to engulf every nation. to the tip of 
Tierra del Fuego. 
already being established between Argentina, 
Brazil. Paraguay and Uruguay (this agree- 





a new era in the long 
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ment is known as Мегсиѕог): Argentina and 
Chile are both preparing to be the next 
additions to NAFTA in the coming years. 
The armed uprising. launched on the 
dawn of the deal’s implementation. was а 
prudent. calculated attempt to sway world 
opinion. and attract support. Contrary to the 
portrait of indigenous and campesino peoples 
painted by the mainstream press. under the 








Guerrillas of the EZLN move down road 


guidance of numerous PR firms, members of 

the EZLN fully comprehend the implications 
of the trade agreement. The rebellion was a 
premeditated response to an increasing trend 
of marginalization, and a repudiation of 
further dislocation from their traditional 
lands. 

In а blatant move to open up land for 
commercial development, President Salinas 
reformed article #27 of the constitution, 
which had secured communal land holdings 
for indigenous and peasant communities. 
The changes fabricated a process of individ- 
ual titling, which means the land can now be 
bought and sold. Other economic reforms 
п Я sub- 
sidies. 2 E 
end to import substituion, which all 
emphasize alienation for the majority and 
prosperity for Mexico's small pack of 
wealthy families. 

It is no secret that Salinas’ bargaining 
power with Canada and the US lay in his 
ability to provide a low-cost base of oper 
ations. To ensure a cheap and docile 
workforce ће govemment controls most of 
the unions- the PRI has restricted indepen- 
dant union registration on the national level 
since 1972. Hence, in the face of long 
hours, dangerous conditions, sexual harra: 
степ! and miserable housing communities 
that often lack sewage systems, water 








P 
plies and roads, the labour movement is 


manipulated and progress is minimal 

For a glimpse of tommorrow's Mexico. 
NAFTA's child. one has only to look at the 
Mexico-US border area, home to one of 
Mexico's largest industries, the maquilador- 
as. Set up during the border-industrializ~ 
ation program of the 1980's, maquiladoras 
are in-bond factories; primarily American 
owned, they import American components 
duty free. and using labour intensive work 
assemble them for re-export. to be sold back 
in the US market. 25 a day (.40/hr. for 
ап 8/һг day), is the wage for the average 
worker. who is a 15-16 year old woman. 
Women, who comprise 70% of the maquila- 
dora workforce. are hired because they are 
less likely to get involved in union organiz- 
ing. with children to raise and literally no 
income assistance. It is not uncommon for 
a woman to be fired because she is pregnant, 
and in some factories woman are even 
demanded to prove they are menstruating. 
Other pregnant women are forced to work 
unprotected with toxic chemicals, undoubtab- 
ly contributing to the extremly high rate of 
birth defects in the area. bringing us to the 
environmental issue. 

Mexico has come to resemble a 
backyard dumping ground for toxic waste. 
General Motors. Zenith and AT&T are 
among approximately 2000 maquiladoras 
littering the border area. They are also 
implicated in the devastating toxification of 
communities and resources. explaining the 
startling number of chemical exposure 


























since Mexican authorities 
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related illnesses. Although an increasingly 
high rate of birth defects in Brownsville 
Texas, where anencephaly (the condition of 
being bom with an undeveloped brain) rates 
exceed the US natonal average by over 
300%, recieved some media coverage the 
problem is widespread. In Matamoras, 
situated just across the river from Browns- 
ville, 42 cases of anencephaly were reported 
in 1992, Housing over 90 maquiladoras, 
tests there unvieled xylene levels 50,000 
times the"WSstandard for safe drinking 
water. In а canal © 

General Motors, xylene levels 8 
standard over 5,000 times. 
severity of the problem is 














ies, 
General Accounting Office estimates about „/ 
50% of the maquiladoras generate hazai 
waste, Meanwhile, most of the 
disposed of illegally; Sergi S 
Sub: Ў admitted that only 
10% of thé toxic waste generated by Mexico 
makes it to authorized disposal facilities. 

Besides the toxic waste generated in 
Mexico, the US Environmental Protection 
Agency has estimated that at least 72,000 
tons of hazardous waste were shipped from 
the US to Mexico last year. With only one 
functioning dump out of three- one is satu- 
rated, and the other is experiencing "prob- 
lems" in the words of Lujan- one has to 
wonder where it is all going? 

NAFTA gaurantees the growth of maq- 
uiladoras throughout the country, and toxic 
waste generating factories will gravitate 
south in seach of lower wages, attracting 
dislocated farmers who will take the jobs as 
a matter of survival. Lax environmental 
regulations and the failure to enforce puni- 
tive measures are inherent to NAFTA, since 
any move to protect the land and it's 
resources would only frighten the corporate 
giants away. As the Zapatistas stated in 
their Declaration of War, NAFTA is the 
death certificate for the people of Mexico. 


INDIGENOUS RESISTANCE ТО 
COLONIZATION 

We must be clear that NAFTA, while 
being a new phase of exploitation, is only a 
continuation of genocidal "economic pol- 
icies." The first phase in this process was 
set in motion over 500 years ago with the 
European invasion beginning in 1492. Prior 
to the Spanish colonization of Mexico, the 
Chiapas region was a territory in which the 
Mayan Peoples had established numerous 
communities. Today, remnants of these 
communities exist, abused by the many 
Euroamerican and European tourists who 
flock to photograph the civilizations their 
ancestors destroyed (at the same time being 
wholly ignorant of the present destruction 
wrought by their own states and transnation- 
als). Ruins such as those of Топіпа, near 
Осоѕіпро. and Bonampak and Yaxchilan, 
both in the Lacandon forests. attest to the 
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magnificent, established cities the Maya had 
constructed. The study of medicines, mathe- 
matics and astronomy were. in some cases. 
more advanced than the European equival- 
ents at the time. The Maya also had a 
written language, the records of which were 
systematically destroyed by the Spanish 
conquistadors. 

While Hemando Cortez had laid waste 
to the Aztec territories from 1517 to 1521 in 
a bloody campaign for gold that left millions 
of Indians dead, the first conquistadors 
entered the Chiapas region. By 1528, San 
Cristobal de las Casas had been founded, 
known then as Ciudad Real- the "Royal 
City.” It served as the colonizers base of 
operations for the region's encomiendas, the 
semi-feudal slave system that granted Span- 
iards "rights" to the labour and tribute 
(taxes) of designated Indian communities. 
Each Spaniard so entitled recieved a group 
of Indian slaves who- after being branded 
like cattle- were forced to work the land. 
Chattel slavery was "officially" abolished in 
the 1550s, although the exploitation of Indig- 
enous peoples and theft of their lands con- 
tinued (as it does today). 

The first major revolt іп Chiapas 
occurred in 1712. In that year, Tzeltal 
Indians rose up after being forced to pay 
taxes to build a church and hospital for the 
Spanish in San Cristobal, Throughout the 
centuries, the Indigenous peoples in Chiapas 
have continued to struggle, to resist and to 
survive. While this fight was at first 
directed towards the Spanish occupation 
forces in Mexico, over time it became a 
struggle against the descendents of the Span- 





land, which belonged to Indigenous com- 
munities. private land, and the ejido system 

Ejidos were small parcels of land. Ву law, 
this land could not be sold. Howe: politi- 
cal corruption and the economic interests of 
large landowners meant that land reform was 
limited. The inevitable result was the con- 
centration of large tracts of land in the hands 
of caciques- rural bosses. By the 1970s, 
Indigenous and peasant communities began 
organizing to not only control these lands, 
but for the Indigenous peoples. to retake 
their land. By 1975, there were 76 occupa- 
tions in the state of Sinaloa alone, and some 
25,000 acres of land occupied in both Sinal- 
oa and Sonora. In December 1976. tens of 
thousands occupied land in the states of 
Sonora, Sinaloa, Durango and Coahuila. 

The response from both the government and 
the powerful landowners was a massive 
campaign of repression. Soldiers were 
deployed and, along with private armies 
hired by the landowners, entire communities 
were destroyed and massacres of Indians and 
peasants carried out. 

Beginning in the 1960s, as in many 
other countries in Central and South America 
(as well as intemationally, even in Canada), 
some sectors of the Left- including Indigen- 
‘ous groups- began forming armed clandes- 
tine organizations. In Mexico, many guer- 
rilla organizations developed, one of the 
more well-known being that led by Lucio 
Cabanas, which began in 1967. Some of 
these groups were the Communist League of 
September 23, the Movement for Revol- 
utionary Action (MAR), the National Revol- 
utionary Civic Action, and the Party of the 











Demonstration of 60,000 -100.000, January 12/94, Mexico City 


ish. The independence movements which 
developed in the 1700s and 1800s through- 
out the Americas succeeded in forcing out 
the European colonial powers. But for 
Indigenous peoples, this only meant the 
changing of power between European 
powers with that of local colonialists. In 
South and Central America, these local 
colonialists were largely people of mixed 
European and Indigenous ancestry, referred 
to as mestizos. Those who remained in, and 
maintained, power over the centuries, have 
been the lighter-skinned mestizos. This has 
meant that, despite the fact that the European 
invasion created entirely new peoples and 
new cultures- almost all of which are people 
of colour- rasicm still flourishes in Latin 
American societies. Indigenous peoples 
constitute the most economically disadvan- 
taged, the social group with the highest 
infant mortality rates, etc., and the targets of 
severe government repression. 

And it isn't all ancient history. The 
Maya peoples still live, still maintain their 





communities, and still resist. The current 
phase of this ongoing struggle manifests 
itself in various ways, including mass occu- 
pations of land and armed resistance. 

‘The Mexican Revolution and the Cons- 
itution of 1917 brought reforms to the 
unequal distribution of land, Three kinds of 
land tenancy were established: communal 


Poor. Against these movements also, the 
govemment unleashed a brutal counter- 
insurgency campaign. El Quemado, which 
means "The Bumed", is a town in Guerrero 
named after the army's scorched earth pol- 
icies during this period. 

Today. the basis of Indigenous resis- 
tance has remained the same. Margarito 
Ruiz, general coordinator of the Indepedent 
Indian People's Front (FIPI). estimates that 
there are some "6,000 Indians in jail in 
Mexico today... for trying to organize their 
people to recover their land" (ЅАЛС News- 
letter, Fall 1992). 


THE STATE OF CHIAPAS 


Chiapas occupies the southem most 
region of Mexico and borders Guatemala. It 
is a mountainous region which also contains 
the Lacandon jungle. Once covering most of 
Chiapas, the Lacandon jungle is now less 
than 15 per cent of its original size due to 
centuries of encroachment by cattle ranchers 
and loggers. In fact Chiapas as a whole is 
abundant in "economic opportunities" for 
those who wish to exploit the land: there is 
not only cattle-ranching and large-scale 
logging, but also petroleum companies and 
agricultural concems active in the region. 
Three of the four largest dams in Mexico are 
located in Chiapas: la Angostura, Nezahual- 
coyotl and Chicoasen. Altogether, these 
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The following is the Declaration of War from the Lacandon 
jungle by the Zapatista Army of National Liberation. 


TODAY WE SAY ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! 
TO THE PEOPLE OF MEXICO: 
MEXICAN BROTHERS AND SISTERS: 


We are a product of 500 years of struggle: first against slavery, then during the War 
of Independence against Spain led by insurgents, then to avoid being absorbed by North 
American imperialism, then to promulgate our consitution and expel the French empire 
from our soil, and later the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz denied us the just application of 
the Reform laws and the people rebelled and leaders like Villa and Zapata emerged, poor 
men just like us. We have been denied the most elemental preparation so they can use 
us as cannon fodder and pillage the wealth of our country. They don't care that we have 
nothing, absoloutely nothing, not even a roof over our heads, no land, no work, no health 
care, no food nor education. Nor are we able to freely and democratically elect our 
political representatives. nor is there independence from foreigners, nor is there peace nor 
justice for ourselves and our children. 

But today, we say ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. We are the inheritors of the true 
builders of our nation. The dispossessed, we are millions and we thereby call upon our 
brothers and sisters to join this struggle as the only path, so that we will not die of hunger 
due to the insatiable ambition of a 70 year dictatorship led by a clique of traitors that 
represent the most conservative and sell-out groups. They are the same ones that opposed 
Hidalgo and Morelos, the same ones that betrayed Vicente Guerrero, the same ones that 
sold half our country to the foriegn invader. the same ones that imported a European 
prince to rule our country. the same ones that affirmed the "scientific" Porfirsta 
dictatorship, the same ones that opposed the Petroleum Expropriation, the same ones that 
massacred the railroad workers in 1958 and the students in 1968, the same ones that today 
take everything from us, absoloutely everything. 

To prevent the continuation of the above and as our last hope. afier having tried to 
utilize all legal means based on our Consitution, we go to our Consitution, to apply 
Article 39 which says 














“National sovereignty essentially and originally resides in the people. All political power 
emanates from the people and its purpose is to help the people. The people have, at all 
times, the inalienable right to alter or modify their form of govemment.” 


Therefore, according to our constitution, we declare the following to the Mexican 
federal army. the pillar of the Mexican dictatorship that we suffer from, monopolized by 
а one-party system and led by Carlos Salinas de Gortari, the maximum and illegitimate 
federal executive that today holds power. 
According to this Declaration of War, we 
advocate to restore the legitimacy and the stability of the nation by overthrowin, 











sk that other powers of the nation 
the 





We also ask that intemational organizations and the International Red Cross watch 
over and regulate our battles, so that our efforts are carried out while still protecting our 
civilian population. We declare now and always that we are subject to the Geneva 
Accord, forming the EZLN as our fighting arm of our liberation struggle. We have the 
Mexican people on our side, we have the beloved tri-colour highly respected by our 
insurgent fighters. We use black and red in our uniform as our symbol of our working 
people on strike. Our flag carries the following letters, "EZLN." Zapatista Army of 
National Liberation, and we always carry our flag into combat 
Beforehand, we refuse any effort to disgrace our just cause by accusing us of being 
drug traffickers, drug guerrillas, thieves. or other names that might be used by our 
enemies. Our struggle follows the constitution which is held high by its call for justice 
and equality 
herefore. according to this Declaration of War. we give our military forces, the 
N, the following orders 




























First Advance to the capital of the country, overcoming the Mexican federal army. 
protecting in our advance the civilian population and permitting the people in the liberated 
areas the right to freely and democratically elect their own administrative authorities: 





Second: Respect the lives of our prisoners and tum over all 
wounded to the Intemational Red Cross: 
Third: Initiate summary judgements against all soldiers of the Mexican federal army and 
the political police that have recieved training or have been paid by foriegners. accused 
of being traitors to our country, and against all those that have repressed and treated badly 
the civil polulation and robbed or stolen from or attempted crimes against the good of the 


people; 


Fifth: We ask for the unconditional surrender of the enemy's headquarters before we 
begin any combat to avoid any loss of lives; 















Sixth: Suspend the robbery of our natural resources in the areas controlled by the EZLN 











To the People of Mexico: We. the men and women, full and free. concious that 
the war that we have declared is our last resort, but also a just one. The dictators are 
applying an undeclared genocidal war against our people for many years. Therefore we 
ask for your participation, your decision to support this plan that struggles for work, land, 
housing, food, healthcare, education, independence, freedom, democracy, justice and 
peace. We declare that we will not stop fighting until the basic demands of our people 
have been met by forming a government of our country that is free and democratic. 

















JOIN THE INSURGENT FORCES OF THE ZAPATISTA ARMY OF 
NATIONAL LIBERATION. 


General Command of the EZLN-- 1993 
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Communique from the General Command of the Indigenous 
Revolutionary Clandestine Committee of the EZLN 


January 6, 1994 





Here we are, the dead of always, dead again, but now to live. 


To the Mexican People: 
To the people and governments of the world: 
Brothers and Sisters: 





Since the first of January of this year, our Zapatista troops began a series of politico- 
military actions with the principle objective being to let all the people of Mexico and the 
world know the miserable conditions that millions of Mexicans, especially we the 
Indigenous people, live in. With these actions that we began we also let people know our 
decision to fight for our elementary rights by the only way that the goverment authorities 
will allow: armed struggle. 

‘The grave conditions of poverty of our compatriots has one common cause; the lack 
of liberty and democracy. We consider that authentic respect of liberty and democratic 
will of the people are the indispensable prerequisites for the improvement of the economic 
and social conditions of the dispossed of our country. 

For this reason, just as we fly the flag of improvement of life conditions of the 
Mexican people, we present the demand of liberty and democracy, for which we call for 
the renunciation of the illegitimate government of Carlos Salinas de Gortari and the 
formation of а new government for a democratic transition, which would guarantee clean 
elections in all levels of the government. We repeat the life of our political and 
economical demands and around which we are trying to unite all of the people of Mexico 
and all independent organizations so that, by means of all different forms of struggle, a 
national revolutionary movement can begin where all of the forms of social organization 
can have a place, and the betterment of Mexico can be set forth with honesty and 
patriotism 
ince the beginning of our war for liberation we have recieved not only attacks by 
the repressive governmental bodies and the federal army, but we have also been slandered 
by the federal and state governments and by the mass news media, who try, devaluing our 
struggle, to lie to the Mexican people saying that our struggle is financed by foriegners. 
mercenaries, dark intersts and anti-patriots who only seek personal gain. Because of these 
slanders and lies, our EZLN is obligated to say the following: 


















Our EZLN does not have, either in its ranks or among its leaders. any foriegners. 
nor has it ever recieved any support or training of revolutionary forces from other 
countries or foriegn govemments. The news that Guatemalans are fighting i in our make 
and that they were trained in Guatemala , 

to Р orf 
Salvadoran FMLN, nor with the Guatemalan URNG, nor with any aa Latin Amencan, 
European. african, Asiatic or Oceanic armed movement. The military techniques that we 
employ were not leamed from the Central American insurgencies, but rather from the 
Mexican military history; from Hidalgo, Morelos, Guerrero, Mina, from the resistance to 
the Yankee invasion in 1846-47, from the popular response to the French intervention, 
from the great heroic exploits of Villa and Zapata and from the struggles of Indigenous 
resistance throughout the history of our country. 











Second; Our EZLN doesn't have any relations with the catholic church authorities or any 
other religion. We haven't recieved orientation, direction or support from neither the 
ecclesiastic structure of Chiapas or the Papal Nuncio nor the Vatican or anybody 

In our ranks, the majority are catholic, but include other creeds and religions. 


Third: Тһе orders and troop elements of the EZLN are mostly from Chiapas, this is so 
because the Indigneous represent the poorest and most humiliated sector of Mexico, and 
also, as сап be scen, the most dignified. We are thousands of natives armed, behind us 
there are tens of thousands of our families. Therefore. we are tens of thousands of natives 
in struggle. The government says it is not an Indigenous uprising, but we think that if 
tens of thousands of natives rise up in arms. then yes it is an Indigenous uprising. There 
are also in our movement Mexicans from other social origins and distinct states of our 
country, They agree with us and have united with us because they do not agree with the 
exploitation that we suffer. 

Just as these non-Indigneous Mexicans have united with us, others will, because our 
struggle is national and is not limited only to the state of Chiapas. Actually, the political 
direction of our struggle is totally Indigneous: 100 percent of the members of the 
Indigenous revolutioanry clandestine committees in all territories of combat are ethnic 
Tzotzil, Tzetal, Chol, Tojolabal and others. It's true that not all the natives of Chiapas 
are with us yet, because there are many (brothers) [and sisters] who are still submerged 
in the ideas and tricks of the government. but we are already thousands and they must 
take us into account. The use of masks to hide our faces is in keeping with elemental 
security measures and as a vaccine against caudillismo! 








Fourth: There are a variety of arms and equipment that our people count оп. (and it 
should be understood) that their total number and quality were not shown publicly to the 
mass media or to the civilian populations in the major municipalities that we took over 
on the Ist and 2nd of this month. These arms and equipment were (consigned) little by 
little and prepared by ten years of accumulation [by our] forces in silence. The 
"sophisticated" means of communications that we possess can be bought in any imported 
goods store in the country. To get the arms and equipment we never resorted to roberry. 
extortion, or kidnapping/hijacking, we always relied on what we were given by the 
humble and honest people. in all of Mexico. That we never resorted to banditry is the 
reason why the forces of repression hadn't detected us throughout ten years of careful and 
serious preparation 














Fifth: Some have asked why we decided to begin now. since we have been preparing for 
awhile. The answer is that before we tried other pacifist and legal means without result. 
During the last ten years over 150.000 of our native brothers [and sisters] have died from 
curable illnesses. The social and economic plans of the municipal. state and federal 


dams generate some 60 per cent of the 
electricity for all of Mexico. 

Despite all of this, the people who live 
in Chiapas, particularily the Tzotzil, Tzatal, 
Chol, Tojolabal and other Indigenous 
peoples, are the poorest in Mexico. Even 
with three of the four largest dams, 34.9% of 
the communities and 33.1% of the housing 
in Chiapas do not have electrical service. 
Only 41.2% of households have acces to 
sewers. 39% of the workforce in Chiapas 
сат less than $1.67 per дау; 19% of that 
eaming no income at all. There is an overall 
lack of basic services such as housing and 
healthcare, with one doctor per 1500 resi- 
dents. As a result, thousands die each year 
from curable diseases and sicknesses such as 
intestinal infections, respiratory infections 
and malnutrition. In the first 10 months of 
1992, some 3,000 people died of Malaria. 


CORRUPTION AND REPRESSION 
For over 65 years, Mexico has been 
ruled by the Insitutional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI). The PRI came to power in 1929 in 
the post-revolutionary period, з period 
marked by political instability and growing 
coruption in the reformed political struc- 
tures of the country. Since then, the PRI has 
not "lost" a single presidential, senatorial or 
gubematorial race. This has been accom- 
plished through a combination of patronage, 
fraud and the brutal repression of all opposi- 
tion. Above all, the PRI has been a party 
for the rich and wealthy. A telling example 
is a dinner meeting held in 1993 at the 
mansion of a former secretary of finance. 
The meeting brought together 25 of Mexico's 
richest men, cach willing to donate $25- 








January 10, 1994 As stated in the 
interview, Marcos- which is assumed to be a 
пот бе gueme- is himsell not indigenous, but 
rather а Mexican mestizo Despite this, the 
interview offers insight into the Zapatistas 
structures and motivation, and answers important 
‘questions about the role of Indigenous people in 
the EZLN itself. 


How long have you operated militarily? 

Everything began ten years ago in the 
mountains. The armed struggle makes sense in 
that we exhausted the legal channels. The 
people looked for solutions through productive 
projects. And nothing, the Pronasol also did not 
соте to resolve the fundamental problems of the 
Indigenous people. 


Why the armed struggle? 

The legal struggle is basically limited and 
it is necessary to exercise other forms of 
struggle. The revolution is not limited to the 
armed struggle. There are open groups, organiz- 
ations and independent parties. The problem of 
the war is a political problem, it's an extreme 
measure. We have established a broad politics 
of aliances. Also, our movement depends on an 
important social base. It's a notice to the gov- 
еттеп, it says “enough” іо the lack of political 
liberties. 


Comandante Marcos, you occupied San 
Cristobal on January 1st, who are you? 

We are part of the Zapatista Amy of 
National Liberation and we demand the resigna- 
tion of the federal govememnt and the formation 
of a transitional goverment which convenes free 
апа democratic elections in August of 1994. We 
demand that the major demands of the peasants 
of Chiapas be met: food, health, education, 
‘autonomy and peace. The Indigenous people 
have always lived in a state of war because war 
has been waged against them and today the war 
will be in their favour. Whatever the case, we 
will have the opportunity to die in battle fighting 
instead of dying of dysentery,as the Indigenous 
people of Chiapas usually die. 


Do you have relationships with any open 
‘organization of peasants? 

We have по relationship with any open 
organization. Our organization is exclusively 





million (US) to "ensure that the PRI had the 
cash to maintain electoral domination into 
the next century... No segment of Mexican 
society has benefitted as much from the ... 
free trade policies of President [Salinas] as 
the tightly knit strata of financiers, entrepre- 
neurs and old-money families who run much 
of the country’s economy" (Globe and Mail, 
Jan. 28/94). 

A country that is to be part of an econ- 
omic market with two of the world's most 
"modem" nations that hold up the banner of 
"democracy" to the rest of the world cannot 
be an authoritarian regime similiar to that in 
El Salvador or Guatemala. To this end, ће 
image of an economically-prospering and 
politically stable country has been cultivated 
by various public relations firms hired by the 
Mexican government, Leading the propa- 
ganda campaign was PR giant Burson-Marst- 
eller, the largest PR firm in the world with 
62 offices in 29 countries. It is the "ack- 
nowledged leader in ‘crisis management", 
having in the past worked on "cleaning up" 
such incidents as the nuclear accident at 
Three Mile Island, Union Carbide's 1984 
Bhopal disaster, and the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill. It has also helped decieve the public 
about Indonesia's occopation of East Timor, 
where some 100,000 Timorese have been 
murdered since 1975. The Vancouver week- 
ly The Georgia Straight exposed the 
Mexican government's commissioning of the 
firm in October 1990 to work on Mexico's 
public image in relation to it’s inclusion in 
NAFTA. “According to the most recent 
figures available, Burson-Marsteller has been 
paid nearly $8 million by Mexico for [the] 
NAFTA contract" (The Georgia Straight, 





We have been preparing ourselves in the 
mountains for ten years; we are not an сев: 


The Committee of Directors is made up of 
Indigenous Tzotziles, Tzeltales, Choles, Tojolab- 
ales, Mames and Zoques, ай of the major ethnic 
groups of Chiapas, They ай agree, and apart 
from democracy and representation, they demand 
respect, respect which white people have never 
һай for them, Above all in San Cristobal the 
residents insult and discriminate against them as 
а daily occurrence, now white people respect the 
Indians because they see them with guns in their 
hands. 


How do you think the government will 
respond? 

We do not worry about the response of the 
goverment. We worry about the response of 
the Mexican people. We want to know what this 
event will provoke, what will move the national 
conesiousness. We hope something moves, not 
only іп the form of armed struggle, but in all 
forms of struggle. We hope this will put an end 
to this disguised dictatorship. 


Don't you have confidence іп the PRD' as an 
opposition party in the next elections? 

We dont distrust the political parties as 
much as we do the electoral system. The 
goverment of Salinas de Gortari is an illegit- 
imate party, product of fraud, and this illegitimate 
goverment can only produce illigetimate elec- 
tons. We want a transitional govemment and 
that this government hold new elections- but with 
а capacity that is genuinely egalitarian, offering 
the same opportunities to all political parties. In 
Chiapas, 15,000 Indians per year die of curable 
diseases. It is a statistic of the same magnitude 
that the war produced in El Salvador. If a 
peasant with cholera comes to a rural hospital, 
they throw him out so no one will say there is 
cholera in Chiapas, In this movement, the 
Indians who form part of the Zapatista Army 
want to first dialogue with their own people. 
They are the real representatives. 





Jan. 28-Feb. 4/4). Burson-Marsteller is no 
stranger to Latin American political scandals, 
its work there including "cleaning up" the 
image of Argentina during the "reign of 
generals” when some 35,000 people were 
"disappeared". One aspect of the PR firm's 
work in Mexico included suppressing allega- 
tions of human rights abuses, environmental 
destruction and the negative implications of 
NAFTA. In reality, human rights abuses and 
the use of terror against all opposition is 
wide-spread and as much a part of Mexican 
history as the courageous struggles of the 
Indigenous peoples and the poor. Only 25 
years ago, in 1968, between 300 and 400 
student protesters were massacred by police 
and military at Mexico City's Tlateleoleo 
Plaza, just ten days before the Olympic 
Games opened. In the past five years, 250 
members of the largest opposition party, the 
PRD (Democratic Revolutionary Party) have 
been assassinated. Torture of those arrested 
and prisoners is widespread, and the number 
of extra-judicial killings of leftists and others 
is impossible to determine. 

Within this climate of state-sponsored 
violence, Chiapas has the worst human rights 
record in all of Mexico. Here, the caciques 
employ paramilitary groups to silence any 
organizing that is seen as a threat to the 
status quo. The police work principally 
with, and in the interests of, the large land- 
owners. In December 1991, Chol and Tzelt- 
al Indians staged а peaceful protest against 
police abuses and discrimination in the legal 
system; the response from the police was to 
attack the demonstration, and over 100 
protesters were kicked, beaten and threatened 
with death after being arrested. Indeed, the 
brutal role of the police forces in Chiapas 
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was the reason they were among the first 
targets of the Zapatista guerrillas when the 
uprising took control of the four towns on 
the first day of fighting. 


КАНМЕЅАТАКЕ AND CHIAPAS: 
ONE STRUGGLE, ONE FIGHT 

In the summer of 1990, the Mohawk 
nation faced Canadian military and police 
forces in a 77-day armed stand-off at the 
Mohawk territory of Kahnesatake. Like the 
uprising in Chiapas, the struggle at Kahnesa- 
take was a struggle for the land and for the 
self-determination of a sovereign nation. 
Both are the continuation of 500 years of 
resistance to colonization and genocide. 
This isn't abstract symbolism based on his- 
torical connections. The First Nations in 
Canada are also facing the loss of more 
territory and ways of life as а direct result 
of world economic conditions. Аз in 
Mexico, the economic restructuring of 
NAFTA will directly impact Indigenous 
lands: е construction of hydro-electric 
projects such as those in James Bay, along 
the Rafferty-Alameda in Saskatchewan, the 
Old Man river in Alberta, and others, are 
important parts of NAFTA. Besides the 
"de-industrialization" of Canada's economy 
so widely talked about (that is, the transfer 
of many manufacturing jobs to Mexico's 
maquiladora system), there is another aspect 
of NAFTA that isn't so well known or "сһа- 
mpioned" by anti-NAFTA groups, and that is 
the important role that energy and water 
resources will come to play, particularily for 
the US. Itis in this area that Native Peoples 
are increasingly being pressed, and at times 
have also had to resort to armed resistance to 
protect their land. It is the same struggle. 








Guerrilla Leader 


Excuse me, but you are not Indian. 

You must understand our movement is not 
Chiapaneco, itis national. There are people like 
те, others who come from other states, and 
CChiapanecos who fight in other states. We are 
Mexicans, that unifies us, as well as the demand 
for liberty and democracy. We want to elect 
genuine representatives. 


But now, aren't you afraid of heavy 
repression? 

For the Indians, repression exists for the 
past 500 years. Maybe you think of repression 
in terms of that typical of South American gov- 
emments. But for the Indians, this kind of 
repression is their daily bread. Ask those who 
live in the surrounding communities of San 
Cristobal. 


What development would you consider а 
victory? 

We'd like for others in the country to join 
this movement. 
An armed movement? 

No. We make a broad appeal which we 
direct towards those who are active in civil, legal, 


Why did you choose January ist to attack 
San Cristobal? 





It was the Committee of Directors which 
decided. It's clear the date is related to NAFTA, 
which for the Indians is a death sentence. Once 


What do you beleive the international 
response will be? Aren't you afraid the 
United States will intervene like it has in 
other parts of Latin Amnerica? 

‘The US used to have the Soviet Union as 
a pretext, they were afraid of Soviet infiltration in 
‘our countries. But what can they make of a 
movement which claims social justice? They 
can't continue to think we are being manipulated 
from the outside, or that we are financed by the 
gold of Moscow, since Moscow no longer exists. 
Enough with asking Yeltsin. The people in the 
US should be aware that we struggle for those 
things that others struggle for. Didn't the people 
of Germany and Italy rebel against a dictator- 
ship? Does the rebellion of the Mexicans not 
have the same value? The people of the US 
have a great deal to do with the reality which 
you can observe here, with the conditions of 
misery of the Indians and the great hunger for 
justice. In Mexico, the entire social system is 
based upon the injustice in its relations with the 
Indians. The worst thing that can happen to a 
human being is to be an Indan, with all its 


objective is the solution of the principal problems 
оГ ош country which necessarily intersect with 
problems of liberty and democracy. That's why 
ме think that the goverment of Salinas is an 
ilegitimate goverment... The only solution is a 
call to all citizens and to the House of Deputies 
and Senators to comply with their patriotic duty 
and remove Salinas and all his cabinet, and to 
form a transitional government... Based on that, 
the companeros say, other demands can be 
negotiated: bread, housing, health, education, 
land, justice, many problems which, within the 
context of Indigenous people, are very serious. 
But the demands for liberty and democracy are 
being made as a call to all the Mexican Repub- 
lic, to ай the social sectors to participate, not with 
guns, but with the means which they have. 
(ad) 


Footnotes 

1. PRD: Democratic Revolutionary Party, the 
largest opposition party in Mexico, left of cen- 
ter. 
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governments don't offer any real solutions to our problems are limited to giving us (alms) 
crumbs when there are elections, but the crumbs are temporary and then death comes 
again to our houses. Because of this we say enough, that we have had enough of dying 
a useless death, and that it is better to fight for change. If we die now it is no longer in 
shame but with dignity. like our ancestors. Another 150,000 are prepared to die if 
necessary to wake up our people from the deceptive dream in which they are held 





Sixth: The conditions of "reconciliation" that the federal govemment is trying to impose 
оп us is unacceptable to our organization. We won't lay down our arms until the 
demands that we made at the beginning of our struggle are met. On the other hand, we 
propose the following conditions for the initiation of dialogue 


A) Recognition of the EZLN as a belligerent force. 

B) Cease fire on all sides in disputed territories. 

С) Withdrawal of federal troops from all communities with full respect for the human 
rights of the rural population. Withdrawal of federal troops to their respective barracks 
in distinct parts of the country. , 

D) Stop the indiscriminate bombing of rural populations. 

E) With the last three conditions as a base, the formation of an intermediary national 
commission 

Our troops are committed to respecting these conditions if the federal government 
does the same. If not, our troops will continue to carry out their advance on the capital 
of the coutnry 

Our EZLN reiterates that we will continue to adhere to the laws of war approved by 
the Geneva Convention, respecting the civilian population, the Red Cross, the press, the 
wounded and the enemy troops who surrender without fighting to our troops. 

We're making а special call to the North American people and govemment. To the 
first to initiate solidarity actions and aid to our compratiots, and the North american 
goverment to suspend all military and economic aid to the dictatorial government that 
doesn't respect human rights and because said aid will be used to massacre the Mexican 
people. 


Mexicans: the military balance in the dispute up to the Sth of January, has brought the 
following results 


1) Casualties of the Zapatista forces: 9 dead and 20 seriously wounded being attended in 
our field hospitals. An undetermined amount of slightly wounded that were reintegrated 
to their combat posts and 123 missing in action. We haven't included in this total our 
combattants who, wounded, were killed in cold blood by officials of the federal army. 
We have not determined yet the number of these comrades since our troops continue to 
fight in Ocosingo. 


2) Casualties of the enemy forces (including police and federal soldiers): 27 dead, 40 


good shape. There are another 30 federal troops dead, at Teast. unconfirmed. These 
casualties along with an undetermined number of wounded were produced on the 4th of 
January, in the mountains south of San Cristobal de Las Casas when bombs dropped by 
the FAM [Mexican Air Force] fell on the trucks of the federal soldiers that were 
maneuvering in that zone. 





3) Enemy war material destroyed or damaged: 3 artillery helicopters of the FAM (one in 
the capital Ocosingo and 2 in SCLC), 3 FAM (airships) rockets, 15 radio patrols, 4 torture 
centers of the State Judicial Police. 


4) Liberated prisoners: 230 from attacks оп 4 prisons (2 in SCLC. 1 in Ocosingo. 1 in 
Margaritas). 


5) War materials captured: Approximately 207 arms of different calibers (М-16. 6-3. M- 
2 grenade launchers, rifles and pistols) and an undetermined amount of ammunition of 
diverse calibers. 1266 kilograms of dynamite and 10,000 TNT detonators. 20 transport 
vehicles. An undetermined amount of radio communications equipment used by the 
police, army and air force 





To the national and international press: 

We call the attention of the honest national and intemational press to the genocide 
being conducted by the federal military forces in the principal municipalities of San 
cristobal de las Casas, Ocosingo, Altamirano and Margaritas, as well as on the roads 
bordering these points, where civilians were assassinated indiscriminately and later 
presented as casualties of the EZLN. Some of the dead Zapatistas claimed by the federal 
army enjoy perfect health. The behaviour of the federal troops in these cities contrasts 
with that of our forces, who were always preoccupied.as civilians in these cities can 
testify, with protecting innocent li The majority of the destruction to public and 
private buildings that were next to our troops were caused by federal troops when they 
enetered the 4 principal municipalities. 














To the Federal Army: 

The conflcit presents the unmasking, once more, of the nature of the federal army 
and it shows them in their true essence: the indiscriminate repression, the violation of all 
human rights and the lack of ethics and military honour. The assassinations of women 
and children prepetrated by the army in the area of conflict show an army without control. 
We are calling on officials and troops of the army to fully refuse to carry out orders 
handed down to them by their superiors to exterminate civilians or summarily execute 
prisoners of war and wounded and to maintian military honours and ethics. We reiterate 
our invitation for you to abondon the ranks of the bad govemment and to join with the 
just cause of the people, (as you have proven yourselves), that only longs to live with 
justice or die with dignity. We have repsected the lives of soldiers and police that have 
surrendered to our forces, you take pleasure in summarily executing Zapatistas that you 
find wounded, unable to fight, and those who surrender. If you begin to attack our 
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families and not to respect the lives of prisoners and wounded, then we will do the same. 





To the Mexican people: 

Finally, we call to workers, poor peasants, teachers, students, progressive and honest 
intellectuals, house-wives and professionals, and to all independent political and economic 
organizations to join our struggle which has already begun and that in all possible ways 
they help us achieve the freedom that all Mexicans desperately want. 





We Will Not Turn In Our Arms! 
We Want Justice, Not Forgiveness Nor Alms! 


From the mountains of Southeastern Mexico. Indigenous Revolutionary 
Clandestine Committee- General command of the EZLN 


Mexico, January 1994- signed by Subcomandante Marcos 
Editorial Footnote: 


1. Caudillismo: In Spanish, Caudillo is a head of state, or a military or political 
leader. 





The following is a statement from the EZLN 


WOMEN’S REVOLUTIONARY LAW 


In their just fight for the liberation of our people, the EZLN incorporates women in 





the revolutionary struggle regardless of their race, creed, colour or political affiliation, 





requiring only that they meet the demands of the exploited people and that they committ 
to the laws and regulations of the revolution. As well as, taking into account of the 
situation of the women worker in Mexico. the revolution incorporates their just demands 
of equality and justice in the following Women's Revolutionary Law 


First- Women, regardless of their race, creed, colour or political affiliation, have the right 


‘ticipate in the revolutionary struggle in any way that their desire and capacity 





determine. 


Second- Women have the right to work and recieve а just за 





Thrid- Women have the right to decide the number of children they have and care for. 





pate m the matters of the community and have 


charge if they are free and democratically clected. 


Fifth- Women sad their children have the right to Primary Attention in their health and 
netriboe 


Sixth- Women have the right to education 


Seventh- Women have the right to choose their partner and are not obliged to enter into 
marriage. 


Eight- Women have the right to be free of violence from both relatives and strangers. 
Rape and attempted rape will be severely punished. 


Ninth- Women will be able to occupy positions of leadership in the organization and hold 
military ranks in the revolutionary armed forces. 


Tenth- Women will have all the rights and obligations which the revolutionary laws and 
regulations give. 


EZLN 








MAYAN INDIAN 
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Update on Chiapas situation 
Information Tables 


Friday March 25 
7:30pm 
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Top: Drumming at Chiapas Solidarity Demonstration on Jan.10 in Vancouver; 





Dennis Maracle (Mohawk), Miche Hill (Micmac), 
Bottom: Zapatistas executed by the military, Jan. 4 in Ocosingo. 


This is the basis of our solidarity with the 
Chiapas uprising. 

As this issue of OH-TOH-KIN goes to 
press, a series of occupations and seizures of 
mayor's offices and municipal buildings by 
Indigenous peasants has broadened the resis- 
tance inspired by the Zapatista guerrillas. 
Аз of February 11, some ten takeovers have 
occurred: the demands being the same as the 
EZLN: the removal of corrupt mayors and 
other officials, healthcare and land. Negoti- 


ations between the EZLN and the Mexican 
goverment continue, although there are 


indications that they could break down as the 
guerrillas become increasingly frustrated 
with the government's attempts to minimize 
any real progress in regards to electoral 
reforms and the respect for Indigenous 
rights, as has been demanded by the Zapatis- 
tas. We urge all those concemed to write to 
the addresses listed, to let the various gov- 
emments know that people outside of 
Mexico are aware of the situation, and that 
support for the Indigenous guerrillas exists. 


Write to the Mexican goverment, demand 
that they meet the demands of the EZLN, 
respect human rights, and end the repression 
of Indigenous peoples and the Left: 


Mr. Carlos Salinas de Gortari 

President of the United States of Mexico 
Palacio Presidencial El Zcalo, 

Mexico, DF 

Mexico 


For more info, contact: 

International Indian Treaty Council, 
123 Townsend St., #575 

San Francisco, CA., 94107-1907, USA 


South and Meso American Indian Infor- 
mation Centre 

PO Box 28703, Oakland, CA., 

94604 USA 


Kelly White (Coast Salish). 


Warrior from Panel 1 at X’telhú 


Mayan Indian Support Grou 
PO Box 261 ie P 
810 West Broadway, 
Vancouver, BC, V5Z 4С9 
Canada 


Note: a shorter version of this article was 
originally published as a leaflet for a dem- 
onstration held in Vancouver on Jan. 10/94 
by OH-TOH-KIN Publications. 

Sources: Proceso, El Financiero (Interna- 
tional Edition), Globe and Mail, The 
Vancouver Sun, The Province, The Georgia 
Straight, NACLA Report on the Americas, 
SAIC Newsletter and Kinesis. Other infor- 


mation provided by the Intemational Indian 
Treaty Council 
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OBITUARY: Louis Karoniaktajeh Hall 


A Great Mohawk Dies 





Louis Hall, a member of the 
Mohawk nation and considered by some 
to be the inspiration for the resurgence 
of Warrior Societies during the early 
1970s, died on December 10/93. He 
was seventy-seven years old, and is said 
to have died of natural causes. 

Louis Hall, whose Mohawk name 
was Karoniaktajeh, was a prolific writer 
and artist, a poet and historian. 
Amongst his works were the Warrior's 
Handbook, written in 1979, and Rebuil- 
ding the Iroquois Confederacy, both 
written in a simple and at times sarcas- 
tic manner. Besides writing the con- 
tents, Hall also illustrated them with 
black & white drawings. He also pro- 
duced beautiful paintings, done in a 
style reminiscent of the 1920s and '30s 
"propoganda" posters. In one such 
poster, Karoniaktajeh had written "There 
will come a day when the Red man 
shall put the white man in a boat and 
send him back to Europe where he 
belongs and keep him there. A wall 
shall be built around Europe, not to 
keep people out but to keep the white 
man in. It's not good for the world to 
have the white man running around 
loose", a typical example of his cyni- 
cism and sarcasm. It's his design which 
adorns the Mohawk Warrior Society's 
flag today, a design which was inspired 
by the Great Peace Maker, Deganawida, 
who united the Haudenosaunee into Six 
Nations and whose original vision was 
to expand the confederacy to include all 
Red Nations across North America. 
The single feather on the warrior repre- 
sents unity of all Red Peoples. It was 
this vision which saw Louis Hall work- 
ing with the League of Indigenous Sov- 





ЕТ 
year before his death. Above all, what 
one sensed throughout Karoniaktajeh's 
works was a deep pride and love for his 
People. 

Many people outside of the Haud- 
enosaunce got their first glimpse of 
Louis Hall on national TV news, when, 
during the "Oka Crisis" of 1990, jour- 
nalists turned to him as a Native Elder 
capable of telling the story of the War- 
rior Society. He had been the inspira- 


LEO LACHANCE 
Continued from Page 1 


trial were able to blatantly carry out a 
miscarriage of justice. 

What affect will the inquiry have in 
undoing the wrongs carried out, and 
prevent them from reoccurring? Prob- 
ably none. The only recommendations 
to come were: that Prince Albert police 
have a Cree-speaking officer on duty at 
all times, and that police and prosecu- 
tors undergo more "cross-cultural train- 
ing." Some real recommendations could 
have included a full examination of 
organized white supremacy, white sup- 
remacist beliefs and racist practises 
within the whole criminal justice system 
of Saskatchewan, including not only the 
police but also prison guards, judges, 
crown prosecutors and others. Further- 
more, an inquiry into the actual investi- 
gation and trial of the LaChance killing 
should be initiated, and the informant 
protection rule revised in cases of seri- 
ous crimes committed by informers. As 
well, any such inquiries should be 
carried out by a commission that has 
full First Nations input. 

Оп а final note, Carney Nerland has 
already been released from prison as of 
December 15, 1993. 105 likely that, 
once released, he was placed in a wit- 
ness protection programme which will 
provide him with a new identity, further 
thwarting a full application of justice. 








tion for the re-emergence of the Warrior 
Society among the Mohawk nation, and 
later to other nations, when he was a 
chief in the Longhouse at Kahnawake 
during the early 1970s. He had also 
been an inspiration for the renewed 
nationalism which swept through the 
Mohawks during the 19705, and which 
saw them assert their soveriegnty in 
occupations and confrontations, as well 
as a renewed pride in self and nation. 
He was one of the leaders in the 1974 
armed occupation carried out by 
Mohawks in upper New York state on 
land which would come to be known as 
Ganienkah- the “Land of the Flint"- the 
traditional name for the land of the 
Mohawk, whose real name is Kanienke- 
hake, the "People of the Flint." 

Critics of Louis Hall accused him 
of advocating terrorism, of being 
"crazy". His opponents, both within 
and outside of the Mohawk nation, 
decried him for his revision of the Great 
Law of Peace, the constitution of the 
Haudenosaunee, and his rejection of the 
Handsome Lake version. Primary to his 
differences with Handsome Lake, who 
was a Quaker, was his view that the 
Great Law did not forbid the use of 
weapons against outside enemies, only 
the use of weapons within the Haudeno- 
saunee. In this way, he was а propon- 
ent of armed resistance to defend 
Mohawk land and sovereignty, a view 
that inspired the taking up of arms to 
defend the Pines at Kanehsatake during 
the summer of 1990. 

Louis Hall was born in Kahnawake 
in 1918. His Mohawk name, "Karoni- 
aktajeh", means “close to heaven". 

According to press report 





recently finished the last page of his 
autobiography, A Tale of One Mohawk. 
on his battered Olympia portable type- 
writer, the same typewriter he had used 
to produce the Warrior's Handbook. 

Although never having met Louis 
Hall, his poems, writings and art has 
been an inspiration to ОН-ТОН-КІМ 
We hope to carry more information on 
his death, and funeral, in our next news- 
letter. 








Louis Karoniaktajeh Най with paintings PHOTO: Robert Galbraith 


WARRIOR SOCIETY 


Rugged men and exotic women, arise! 
Take thy sleepless enemy by surprise. 
America, foreign raped and usurped, is 
ours! 

America, once as wild and free as wo- 
odland flowers. 

Our mother, polluted and by strangers 
blighted 

Calls to us, her childre, who lay 
uprooted. 

We, the oppre: 
man damned 
And to a like fate, by the foreigner 
condemned, 

Hear the call! hear the whisper 
"Revenge-Revenge!" 

Hear the wind and the trees echo the 
word "Revenge." 

Even the rocks and the creeks murmur 
"Revenge-Revenge!" 

Let every man, woman and child 





ed, like our mother, 


feet and fight! 

With knowledge and power we can 
make things right 

Let us the Vision of Deganawidah 
realize 

Let us this Great Ancestor honor and 
revitalize! 

Be his Great Law our voice, will and 
strength. 





Newsbriefs 
wana паше 


On February 8/94, members of the 
Micmac Warriors Society reportedly 
took control of land once used to house 
a residential school. The occupation 
occurred near the town of 
Shubenacadie, Nova Scotia, on land 
that now “includes a farm and a plastics 
factory operated by non-Indians, three 
houses occupied by Indians and the 
water supply” for the nearby town. The 
Canadian Press news report further said 
that at the "centre of the claim are three 
houses occupied by an elderly non- 
status couple, Peter and Ellen Robinson, 
and their daughters and grandchildren. 
The Robinsons stopped 
mortgage payments in 1991, claiming 
the house is on Indian land... Canadian 
Mortgage and Housing Corp. foreclosed 
but [the Robinsons] refused to go.” 
Paul Francis, of the Warriors Society, 
stated "This land was never surrendered 
and that's the bottom line. We're here 
to defend it at all costs." The federal 
government has been given 90 days to 
settle the claim, although it is unknown 
what the govemment's response has 
been. Not surprisingly, the reactions of 
various "official" Micmac groups were 
negative. The Union of Micmac 
Indians, the Confederation of Mainland 
Містасѕ and the Grand Council of the 
Micmac Nation all said they "knew 





nothing of the action and didn't sanction 
it” As OH-TOH-KIN goes to press, it 
is unknown what the present situation 
is. whether the Micmac Warriors were 
armed, and what the response from 
police has been. We hope to have 
more information in our newsletter. 
Source: Canadian Press 


Connecticut UA" 


‘On August 9/93, an armed standoff 
between Connecticut state troopers and 
members of the Paugeesukq Nation 
began which would last several months. 
ending in November /93. At the centre 
of the standoff was the sovereignty of 
the Paugeesukq Nation, and its ability 
to engage in trade and commerce as it 
sees fit. In March/93, the Tribal 
Gvoemment Committee opened а 
cigarette shop to sell state tax-free 
cigarettes as part of establishing 
economic independence. Negotiations 
with the state's attomey broke down, 
and а warant was issued for 
Paugeesukq Chief MoonFace Bear. 
Solidarity was forthright, with members 





of the Mohawk Warriors Society and 
other First Nations travelling to the 
Golden Hill reserve to stand with the 
Paugeesukq Nation. Itis unknown how 
the confrontation was resolved, though 
it was reportedly ended this past fall. It 
was perhaps one of the longest armed 
standoffs in redent history. It was also 





Be his name known and shouted the 
entire length 

Of this Red man's great Land of 
America. 

Hear every Red American Native 
shout, "Eureka!" 

From every mountain top, prairie and 
sylvan retreat. 

Hear the distant beat as every warrior's 
on his feet! 

Men and women of the warrior 
Society, 

On thou and thou alone await thy des- 
tiny 

There's a right and wrong way to 
fight. 

Power is great and knowledge makes 
might 

Man! in certain and clever way move 
thou 

And to ten thousand men equal thou! 


‘Take back what is thine and gone'll be 
thy hate! 

Courage, men! and it's thine, peace 
and country 

Long Live the Warrior Society! 


Louis Karoniaktajch Hall, 
Ganienkeh, 1974 
From the Warrior's Handbook 





without a doubt one of the most non- 
reported struggles ever. with no reports 
in any mainstream media outlets that 
we saw. We hope to have more 
information in our newsletter. 


sere sto 


In September 1990, members of 
the Peigan Lonefighters Society 
constructed a diversion as part of the 
resistance to the then-ongoing 
construction of a dam on the Oldman 
River in Alberta. As police moved in 
оп the Lonefighters, Milton Bom With 
A Tooth fired one round from a rife, 
sending the police running. He was 
subsequently arrested and charged with 
five weapons offenses. Held for several 
months in jail, Milton eventually went 
to trial in front of a racist judge and 
jury and was convicted. 

The Alberta Court of Appeal 
however overtumed the original verdict 
and ordered a new trial, which began 
on Feb. 22/94. The Crown is to call 
about ten witnesses and the trial itself is 
expected to last one to two weeks. 

(The Oldman dam was completed 
in Dec./91 and opened the following 
July. Legal action against the dam is 
continuing, The Oldman River i 
central part of the Peigan Nation's 
spiritual and cultural ways.) 
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THE TOBACCO МАВ Smokes 


In the past few months, the Canadian government, with 
the cooperation of the media, has been mounting a cam- 
paign against the struggle of Native Peoples for sover- 
eignty. The ‘smokescreen’ being used for this is the smuggl- 
ing of cigarettes into Canada, which has been skillfully 
turned into а "national crisis,” comparable to the so-called 
"War on Drugs" being waged against the Black commun- 
ities in the USA. In particular, the Mohawk nation has 
been singled out in this campaign not because they are 
engaged in cigarette smuggling, but because they are 
engaged in a struggle for self-determination. 


MOHAWKS: THE CENTRE OF THE STORM 

That the Mohawk nation is at the centre of the contro- 
versy surrounding cigarette smuggling is no coincidence. 
Geographically, their territories are well-situated to engage 
in smuggling. The Akwesasne reserve straddles the 
Quebec, Ontario and New York state borders. The reserve 
is cut in half by the Canada/US border, and has been the 
site of numerous struggles over the rights of Native Peoples 
to cross the borders. In December 1968, Mohawks took 
over the Seaway Intemational Bridge, which crosses the 
Akwesasne reserve as it connects Canada and the US. This 
protest was against Canada's decision to levy customs duties 
оп goods carried across the intemational border by 
Mohawks. The takeover ended when RCMP and Ontario 
Provincial Police stormed the bridge and arrested 48 
Mohawks, This protest was quickly followed by a series of 
confrontations. For the Mohawks. the right to take goods 
across the border is not only a right they have as a sover- 
ign nation whose territories have been cut in half by an 
cial border, it's also а right protected under the 1793 
Jay Treaty signed between the USA and Britain. The fact 
that Canada refuses to recognise the Treaty is but one more 
aspect of Canada's refusal to recognize Mohawk sovereignty 
(and indeed all First Nation's sovereignty). The Jay Treaty 
is often pointed out by Mohawks as a legal precedent that 
recognizes their sovereign right to engage in the cigarette 
trade. 

The involvement of Mohawks in the tobacco trade is 
hundreds of years old, In fact, tobacco is but another 
Indigenous product stolen by the European colonizers. The 
current involvement of Mohawks in tobacco smuggling 
however rs а controversial subject that involves questions of 























1990, just months prior to the standoff at Kanehsatake 
Akwesasnc mas the міс of gun-baitles and confrontations 
Ьстассв Mohawks who opposed cigarete smugghing and 
ватаг operations on the reserve on the one side, and 
supporters of these activities on the other, In March/90. 
those opposed to gambling and smuggling in Akwesasne 
erected roadblocks around the reserve. effectively closing 
down the casinos and much of the smuggling. After 33 
days. they were driven off after a gun-fight. Over the next 
few days. sporadic fighting continued. On May 1/90, two 
Mohawks. Mathew Pyke and Wilbert Edwards were shot 
dead, Pyke was an opponent to gambling: Edwards was a 
member of the Warriors Society who mostly supported the 
smuggling and gambling operations. Following this. 400 
police from a combined force of the Ontario and Quebec 
Provincial Police. the RCMP and New York State Police. 
backed up by the NY National Guard and Canadian Armed 

moved into Akwesasne. The most vocal of the 
- those who opposed gambling and smu; 
repeatedly called tor police intervention. For many of those 
who support gambling and smuggling. it is a question of 
economic surviv 














Пу devastated area. perhaps 
one of the most in North America, The land has been 
severely: poisoned by emissions from aluminum smelters. 
any agricultural development in 
the 1970: attle and children with health 
defects. Mercury and other pollutants from chemical plants 
along the St. Lawrence River have lett fish inedible. PCBs. 
mostly from a General Motors plant. have devastated mink 
and other small mammal populations. as well as birds and 
turtles. Altogether. this environmental damage has 
stroyed many possibilities for subsistence farming. 
ing. ranching. hunting or trapping. Added to this has 
en а lack of employment. It was in this context of 
unemployment and poverty that casinos, super-bingos and 
cigarette smuggling began to take root. not only for those 
traditionalists who saw such activities as a way of escaping 
dependence on a foreign govemment, but for many who 
saw them as а means of making a decent living. In 
the casinos and super-bingos. located on the US 
they are legal providing certain conditions are 
met, employed some 450 people and generated millions in 
profits. Proceeds have gone to provide ambulance service 
and support for community projects. for example youth 
teams. There is no doubt that individuals have 
profited from the gambling and smuggling. Indeed. some 
of those involved in the casinos are investors from Indiana 
and Las Vegas. For those who oppose gambling and 
smuggling. the establishment of such activities further 
divided a community already split into various factions. 

There are three levels of goverment in Akwesasne: 
the band council funded by the Canadian government: the 
tribal council, funded by the US govemment. and the 
traditional Longhouse. All three of these goveming 







































councils have a base of support, although the level of that 
support is hotly debated. They differ vastly in legal 
structures, access to funding and approaches to economic 
and cultural survival. In addition, the traditional Longhouse 
is split into two factions, one of the primary divisions being 
the interpretation of the Great Law of Peace, the constitu- 
tion of the Haudenosaunee. On one side are traditionalists 
who take an interpretation of the Great Law from Hand- 
some Lake, a pacifist Quaker who teached that the Great 
Law forbid the taking up of arms or the use of violence; on 
the other are traditionalists who see the Great Laws pass- 
ages on weapons as being meant to apply only to matters 
within the Haudenosaunee, thus not prohibiting the use of 
arms to defend the nation against outside aggressors. It is 
the latter faction who've also organized the Warriors 
Society. The "antis," who erected roadblocks around 


Akwesasne in the Spring of 1990, who called for police » 


intervention while at the same time exchanging fire with 
members of the Warriors Society, were a coalition of forces 
in Akwesasne that included supporters of the elected band 
and tribal councils, Christian Mohawks and Longhouse 
followers opposed to gambling and smuggling. For this 
grouping, the gambling industry and smuggling are 
immoral, illegal and divisive. The root cause of these 
divisions however, are the Canadian and US govemments. 
The band council and tribal council elected forms of 
government were imposed on First Nations in the 1800s. 
They function аз neo-colonialist agencies who carry out the 
mandate of the colonialist govemments. 

The situation is quite different in Kahnawake, where 
the community is more unified and where the band council 
has little control over the affairs of the community. 

юпотіс self-determination from cigarette smuggling and 
super-bingos is seemingly taken as a given. Here, the 
Longhouse has a much larger base of support, as do the 
Warriors Society 

As in Akwesasne, the trade in illicit cigarettes began 
in the mid-80s. At the peak of cigarette smuggling in early 
1990, there were some sixty retail stores in Kahnawal 
employing 700 people in direct and indirect spin-off jobs. 

The trade put as much as $75-million into the local 
economy each year. While individuals did indeed profit 
from the trade, two of the communitiy’s “tobacco tycoons.” 
голе бензо and nie Delisle, were also two of the 










the Pines. by Geoflrey York and Loreen Pindera, *[bJecause 
of their donations, the Nation Office could afford to pay its 
employees a salary of seven dollars an hour. Of course, 
there were no deductions for provincial or federal taxes or 
unemployment insurance, but а percentage was deducted 
and set aside to help the Mohawk employees if they 
became joble: Before the cigarette revenue ended 
abruptly in the spring of 1990, the Nation Office was 
working on a life insurance plan” (p.130). Cigarette 
donations also "helped finance a wide range of community 
projects: more than $12,000 in medical equipment for the 
Kahnawake hospital, a Zamboni for the hockey rink, a 
business fund which gave interest-free loans of up to $5,000 
cach to Mohawks starting up businesses. about $30,000 in 
Mohaw-language tapes and books, as well as funding for 
the construction of a new Longhouse, a Mohawk-language 
immersion program for pre-school children, ап anti-pollu- 
tion program and an alcohol and drug counselling program 
Some of these projects were personally fiannced by Selma 
Delisle” (p.130). The Warriors Society was also funded to 
а large degree by the cigarette trade. In 1986 and 1987. 
some retailers gave .70 cents to the Longhouse for every 
carton of cigarettes sold. Almost half this percentage went 
to fund the Warriors Society. In those two years. some 
5350.000 in cigarette payments went to the Warriors 
Society. Besides purchasing equipment, cigarette funds also 
payed for a territorial patrol to watch for police raids, 
About thirty Warriors were hired to patrol the reserve at 
seven dollars an hour. To finance this patrol. ће longhouse 
collected $500 week from large cigarette retailers and $100 
a week from smaller ones (p.131). The motivation to form 
such a patrol came after a June 1988 raid by 200 RCMP 
officers against six cigarette stores. Backed by helicopters 
and riot squads, police carrying semi-automatic weapons 
and wearing bullet-proof vests stormed the reserve and 
arrested 17 people, seizing 8450.000 in cigarettes. In 
response. members of the Warriors Society seized the 
Mercier Bridge and held for 29 hours. The blockade was 
lifted only when provincial and federal officials agreed to 
negotiations on the issue of cigarettes. Since that time, 
Kahnawake has been essentially a no-go zone for police. 
Over one hundred Mohawks are named on arrest warrants 
in connection to confrontations with police over the last 5-6 
years. yet they are protected in Kahnawake. Only a large- 
scale police-military assault could enter Kahnawake, and 
then only with bloodshed. Such measures of self-defense 
and the community projects mentioned above have helped 
establish an independent form of goverment. the Longhou- 
which is capable of acting independently. unlike the 
band councils which are funded entirely by the Canadian 
goverment. The Kahnawake Longhouse has even taken 
steps to develop its own trial system for anti-social crimes. 
based on the traditions of the Haudenosaunee. Those 
convicted of offenses are never jailed. and in extremely 
serious cases offenders could be expelled from the com- 
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А Mohawk Indiar, Courtesy of the 


munity. In other cases they are given curfews or commun- 
ity work hours. In short, the revenue from cigarette 
smuggling has helped to establish an economic indepen- 
dence that allows the community to develop forms of s 
govemment which are not controlled by the Canadian 
goverment. 

This is the basis of sovereignty. To be soveriegn, a 
nation must have a land base, it must have its own govem- 
ment, and it must have its economic independence. If it 
does not have these things, it is then controlled by the 
colonialists. At the heart of the matter is the right of the 
Mohawk nation to pursue independent economic activities. 
Indeed, any recognition of the right of Mohawks to import 
and sell cigarettes requires a recognition of Native People's 
sovereignty This has been a constant factor in Canada's 
repression of any and all independent economic initiatives 
undertaken by Native Peoples- from the cigarette trade to 
salmon fishing to the running of casinos and bingo halls on 
Native reserves, The "loss of revenue" due to smuggling 
and unlicensed bingo halls etc., while certainly real, so 
a smokescreen to cover the govemment's attack on First 
Nation's asserting their sovereignty їп an economic way 
This is the only logical explanation for the concerted effort 
to mobilize public opinion "against smuggling," indeed 
against smoking, militarizing anti-smuggling operations and 
rolling back excessive taxes on cigarettes. Andrew Delisle 
Sr.. a former grand chief of 22 years іп the elected band 
council and now a follower of the Longhouse, summed up 
the situation when he stated "In order to be independent, 
you have to do things that are illegal. There's no way we 
should be left defencelss in this day and age. Nobody else 
will defend us, so we have to defend ourselves” (People of 
the Pines, pg. 144) 


SMEAR CAMPAIGN AGAINST FIRST NATIONS 


As part of its’ smear campaign. the government has 
consistently employed the image of mafia gangsters and 
other elements of organized crime being involved іп 
smuggling and casinos. Le Soleil ‚ a Quebec newspaper, 
recently reported that the RCMP were investigating a deal 
between the "Montreal underworld” and Mohawk Warriors 
to move cocaine from South America through Kahnawake; 
why drug traffickers would set up a distribution centre in 
perhaps one of the most highly patrolled and surveilled 
regions in Canada escapes logic. Kahnawake Grand Chief 
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creen Against Native Sovereignty Struggles 








tory. 


Joe Norton rightfully dismissed the report as "pure propo- 
ganda" being put forth by the police to justify raids. In 
fact, cocaine dealers have in the past been beaten and/or 
elled from Kahnawake by the Longhouse and Warriors 
Society. Another aspect of this smear campaign involves 
widespread reference to a report on cigarette smuggling 
released by the Mackenzie Institute on Feb, 1/94. In it. 
guns and illegal drugs are said to enter С, оп the same 
routes used for smuggling cigarettes, The report wamed 
that "Canada's security is being threatened by the growing 
organized-crime network- much of it centred on native 
reserves. Civil disobedience in the form of tax strikes is 
nothing compared to the gun-running, narcotics pushing and 
bootlegging is making millionaires out of a new 
criminal class" (Vancouver Sun, Feb. 2/94). The Institute 
has been quoted widely in the press and its’ representatives 
have appeared on TV news shows. For those that don't 
know, the Mackenzie Institute is a right-wing "think-tank" 
which poses as a non-partisan organization focusing on 
conflict studies; it pretends to be something of a "counter- 
terrorist" research group. A 1991 publication, The Legacy 
of Oka , is a thinly-veiled justification of colonization and 
‘oppression, portraying the Mohawk nation and the Warrior 
Society as bloodthirsty "terrorists." The publication is an 
essentially white suprem: revision of history that is 
hopelessly flawed by inaccuracies, One little gem of their 
“research” on current Native resistance included the case of 
Leonard Peltier, "recently extradited" from Canada. In fact, 
he was extradited in 1976, The report is nothing but 
speculation and inuendo; the "sources" used all being 
unnamed because of the "political sensitivity” surrounding 
the Oka Crisis! That an organization so poorly equipped 
for research activities is given so much credibility is based 
more on an image that is being manufactured than it is in 
truth. 































MORE TAXES= MORE SMUGGLING 

Everyone basically agrees that cigarette smuggling has 
increased dramatically only in the last few years. The 
reasons are pretty obvious: between 1981 and 1992, federal 
tobacco taxes increased 500 per cent, and provincial taxes 
by 550 per cent. Until the federal government's recent 
rollback of taxes, five federal and provincial taxes, compris- 





ing 70-75 per cent of the retail price- were applied on 
tobacco products: a federal excise duty, a federal excise 
tax, a provincial sales tax, provincial tobacco tax and the 
federal goods and services tax (GST). 

The rise in tobacco taxes was a combination of a 
vociferous anti-smoking lobby and the interest of federal 
and provincial govemments in acquiring more tax revenue. 
In his last budget, Michael Wilson, the former Tory finance 
minister, added a 75 cent tax on a pack of 25 cigarettes, 
thus adding some $1.4-billion to the federal treasury. This 
was a nice inducement for a deficit-ridden govemment 
facing a recession that was undercutting income tax rev- 
enues. Wilson was able to score moral points by naming 
the increased taxation The National Strategy to Reduce 
Tobacco Use. The provinces followed with another 75 
cents tax increase on a pack of cigarettes. On top of this 
was added the GST and the regular provincial sales tax 
These tax increases resulted in the federal govemment 
taking in about $3.2-billion in tobacco tax revenue, the 
provinces about $3-billion. Into this tobacco tax hell 
stepped the cigarette smugglers. With the tax increases 
came a massive increase in the number of people looking 
to purchase cheap cigarettes, coupled with a deep resent- 
ment of heavy govemment taxation. In 1990, the RCMP 
reportedly made about 303 seizures of smuggled cigarettes. 
In 1991, these seizures climbed to 1,501. By 1993 they had 
soared to 5,044 with a retail value of $53.4-million. 

According to the RCMP, more than two million 
Canadians have been smoking contraband cigarettes. 
accounting for 40 per cent of the national market, 60 per 
cent of the Quebec market, and even 35 per cent of the 
Ontario market. An estimated $4-billion (retail) worth of 
cigarettes was smuggled into Canada last year, producing 
some $285-million annual profits for smugglers and another 
$750-million for local distributors. 

With this astounding level of smuggling. the RCMP 
claims they still only stop one per cent of the illegal 
tobacco trade! These figures were all unveiled at a press 
conference held on Feb. 8/94 which included RCMP 
Commissioner Norman Inkster and Revenue Minister David 
Anderson. Where their estimates come from is never 
explained. 

Again according to the RCMP, 70 per cent of all 
s through one Mohawk reserve: 








Because of its gcosraphical 
cigarettes are made in Canada and exported duty-free 10 
Buffalo, USA, by truck. They are then bought by New 
York wholesalers, who in tum sell them to the smugglers. 
The cigareti re-enter Canada “illegally” in cars. 
transport trucks or boats which cross the St. Lawrence 
River. The now-illegal cigarettes (illegal because no duty 
has been paid on them) are distributed to middi or 
reserves for sale to consumers or other middle-men. There 
re even allegations the tob о industry benefits from 
this illegal trade, deliberately shipping twice as тапу 
rettes to the US as the market demands. knowing the 
rest will find their way back into Canada 


GOVERNMENT’S STRATEGY 
AGAINST SMUGGLING 


To counter cigarette smu; 
devised a multi-layered strate 
Feb. 9/94. 

Firstly, cigarette makers will be required to pay a tax 
of $8 а carton on all cigarettes exported. Taxes will be cut 
by at least $5 a carton domestically. and the federal 
government will match any provincial tax cuts of more than 
55. to а maximum of another There has been an 
additional $11 cut in tobacco taxes in Quebec, reducing the 
price of а carton there to $22.73 from $47. Although there 
is resistance to this from other provinces. they may be 
forced by sheer economics to follow suit, or risk opening 
up interprovincial smuggling and the loss of tobacco 

On the ground. a $150-million enforcement program is 
being implemented. RCMP anti-smuggling agents will be 
increased by 50 per cent to almost 700 officers. including 
fast-response teams and logistical support from the Coast 
Guard and the Canadian Armed Forces. Canada Customs 
officers who search for contraband at border crossings and 
in warehouses will be increased by 25 per cent to 350 
persons. Around Akwes: police will step up their 
harassment of Mohawks. stopping more vehicles leaving the 
reserve, searching them and demanding proof that the 
occupants have paid taxes on any tobacco products 

There are also indications that police and military raids 
are being planned against ће Mohawk territories of Akwes- 
asne, Kahnawake and Kanchsatake. RCMP Commissioner 
Norman Inkster stated on Feb. 8/94 "We are not a foreign 
force. Reserves are still a part of Canada... It is possible 
we'll ultimately end up enforcing the law on reserves.” 
These raids would be against smugglers and so-called 
"cheap-smoke shops" that line major highways passing 
through the three territories. The hesistancy expressed in 
Inkster's waming of raids lies in the fact that any such 
actions could result in armed confrontations similiar to the 
standoff at Kanchsatake (Oka) and others in the past. 
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Оп February 4/94, two Native men of the Secwepme 
Nation, Ken Dennis and Raymond Jensen, were arrested at the 
Canada-US border 40 kilometres east of Osoyoos, BC. Accord- 
ing to the police, the two were arrested as they drove their van 
across a field along the border entering Canada. Тһе police 
charge that once searching the van, they found 61 cases of 
cigarettes worth nearly $145,000. Both have been charged 
under the Customs and Excise Act. If convicted, they could face 
fines of up to $35,000 and five years in prison. Ken Dennis is 
also charged with traffic violations, including driving without a 
license. 

Althoúgh we do not know Raymond Jensen, Ken Dennis is 
well-known in Vancouver. He has for many years involved 
himself in the struggles of Native Peoples. The last time we 
heard from Ken was in the Summer of 1991, when he had 
begun publishing The Red Road, a newspaper devoted to Native 
People’s struggles for self-determination. A rally is being held оп 
Feb. 27/94 in support of Ken and Raymond, as well as in 
solidarity with the Mohawk Nation now under seige by the 
Canadian government. We hope to have more information in our 
newsletter. 


BY Arrests of Ken Dennis and 




































Ken Dennis (left) and Ray Jensen, 
Prisoners of the Tobacco War 


STATEMENT FROM HALEY BOWE/DENNIS 
OF THE SECWEPMC NATION, 
WIFE OF KEN DENNIS 


Attention: Hereditary Chiefs, First Nations People 
Re: Kenneth Dennis, 


On February 4, 1994, Kenneth Dennis and Raymond 
Jensen of the Secwepmc Nation were arrested and charged іп 
Osoyoos, BC, under the Excise Act for being in the possession 
of cigarettes. The media covering the story misinformed the 
public and said that they were smuggling. It is assumed they 
were smuggling; this is not true. 

Ken Dennis has always supported the Traditional System 
He is a Pipe Carrier and Sundancer for over 17 years. He has 
stood behind every Sovereign movement, from Alcatraz to Oka. 
Again, we would like to take the Sovereign stand in that if any 
Traditional Laws were broken, it is within Okanagan and Secwep- 
тс People’s jurisdiction. 

The Okanagan and Ѕесмертс People will deal with their 
own. Mr. Dennis is presently incarcerated in the Kamloops 
Correctional Centre (note: he has since been transferred to 
Penticton) for traffic violations. His bail is set at $7,500 or 
$15,000 surety. Ken is requesting an all-Native jury. 

Please note there are some Hereditary Chiefs in support of 
Kern, if there is a case to made, as the Sovereign Jurisdiction 
rests solely with the Okanagan and Secwepme Nations. 

On behalf of Ken Dennis, | respectfully request the support 
of all Herediatry Chiefs and First Nations people, as Caretakers 
of this Turtle Island, that hold the Sovereign Title and therefore 
the jurisdiction within our Traditional Territories. 

Any assistance in the form of monies, local and media sup- 
port would be gratefully appreciated. Kuksts’am. 





Yours in Unity, 


Haley Bowe/Dennis 
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A PEOPLE IN STRUGGLE: 4 Chronology of Resistance’ 


The following is a brief chronology of actions and events from the past year. The purpose of the chronology is to 
1 Nation's struggles in Canada which, because of space limitations or the fact that the 


document different facets of 


incidents are dated, OH-TOH-KIN 








of newspaper clippings, with newspaper titles and dates. 


MASKED RCMP 
RAID CASINO 

An RCMP “tactical unit” 
raided a casino in the White Bear 
Reserve in Saskatchewan оп 
March 22/93. The raid, carried 
out in the early moming hours, 
was conducted by 130 police 
backed up by a helicopter, and 
included a military-style assault by 
а 30-member team wearing ski 
masks and armed with assault 
rifles. 

While the staff of the Bear 
Claw Casino were made to lie face 
down on the floor, the police gang 
removed all of the casino's 115 
slot machines. six card tables and 
financial records 

The casino, opened in Febru- 
ary/93, employed 75 people and 
маз a practical altemative to sub- 
sistence welfare, Band Chief Ber- 
nard Shepherd stated "We had 
expected that we would be off 
welfare within five years. There 











were spin-off jobs." 

The raid came almost three 
weeks after the provincial govem- 
ment and representatives of the 
White Bear Reserve broke off 
no. The 





discussions on the са; 
White Bear Reserve, located about 
180 kilometres south-east of 
Regina, stated it planned on reop- 
ening the casino. One week afier 
the raid, Chief Bernard Shepherd 











Alan King, were charged with 
On Aprii 
they appeared in court where so 
pleas were cntcred and the case 
adjourned for one month. The 
casino eventually reopened in 
Apni. under the conditions that 
gambling profits would be split 
With the province and a local exhi- 





gambling offenses 


bition association 


АМТІ-ТАХ REBELLION 
IN NEW BRUNSWICK 

Protests against the New Bru- 
nswick government's plan to make 
Natives pay the 11 per cent sales 
tax resulted in barricades being 
erected and clashes with riot pol 
оп April 9/93 

In all, five barricades were 
throughout 
the province, and members of the 
Mik'Maq Nation also blocked а 
bridge at Restigouche in Quebec. 
The heaviest clashes occurred on 
the Trans-Canada Highway just 
west of Fredericton, where two 
busloads of riot police shot teargas 
at protesters. who fought back with 
rocks and bottles. As police dis- 
mantled the barricade, protesters 
quickly began dragging picnic 
tables and other material onto the 
highway. 24 women, men and 
children were arrested and charged 
with mischief. 

At the Red Bank Reserve. 
there were also clashes between 
Native Peoples and Euro-Canadian 
settlers, who firebombed a car at 
the barricade. Roads were also 
blocked at Oromocto. Big Cove 
and Eel River Bar. where road- 
blocks had been set up on April 5. 

The day after fighting with 
police. the provine 
issued а "clarification". stating it 
had always intended the tax to 
apply only to goods bought for use 
off-reserve. That also means 
there is to be no tax on goods 
consumed on the reserve 
they were bought off reserve 











erected on highways 
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even if 





Natives living off reserve are still 
required to pay the provincial sales 
tax. 


RAIL LINE BLOCKADED 

Memebers of the Sto:Lo 
Nation blocked the CN's main line 
into Vancouver on August 29/93 
‘The blockade, which at first соп- 
sisted of a picnic table and later 
bulldozers poised to rip up the 
tracks, was located on the Cheam 
Indian Reserve, 13 kilometres east 
of Chilliwack, ВС, 

The blockades were erected 
when officials from the federal 
fisheries department closed a fish- 
ery on the reserve after only 500,- 
000 fish were caught out of a pre- 
viously agreed-upon 620,000 
sockeye salmon quota. The Sto:Lo 
Nation demanded a meeting with 






















stocks, Euro-Canadian fishers have 
increasingly pointed the finger at 
Native fishers, decrying the “pref- 
erential” treatment given to 
Natives (7). Phillip Eidsvik, ad- 
ministrator for the Coalition, 
described the Sto:Lo blockade as 
"terrorist blackmail.” Members of 
the Sto:Lo Nation however were 
clear that their actions were about 
the lack of an unacceptable fishing 
agreement between Natives and 
the federal government 


STOLEN LAND 
RECLAIMED 

On May 6/93, members of 
the Stoney Point First Nation 











began an occupation of land near 
London, Ontario. Тһе land. 
known as Camp Ipperwash, has 
been under the control of the De- 


is unable to print complete articles on. An important part of the Chronology is the receipt 


GITKSAN & WET’SU- 
WET’EN BLOCK RAIL 
LINE 

The Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en 
First Nations set up a blockade on 
a BC Rail line on Oct. 19/93 near 
Bear Lake, located about 100 kilo- 
metres northeast of Hazelton, in 
northem ВС. 

The blockade was erected to 
halt logging, by Rustad Bros. and 
Со. Ltd. in territory that is part of 
ongoing land claims negotiations 
with the BC provincial govem- 
ment. The Gitksan Hereditary 
Chiefs want the provincial govem- 
ment to freeze logging in the area 
until the land claims have been 
negotiated. Gordon Sebastion, 
speaker for the Hereditary Chiefs, 
said "We want to protect the area 
until they resolve the issue of the 





Micmacs protect themselves against RCMP teargas, April 1993 


deputy fisheries minister Bruce 
Rawson 

Оп Sept. 12/93, CN obtained 
an enforcement order on an injune- 
tion against the blockade. 17 the 
RCMP moved to clear the block- 
ade. the tracks would have been 
destroyed. Instead, hoping 10 
avoid a confrontation, the RCMP 
entered into negotiations with 
Cheam Chief Sam Douglas and 
other members of the Sto:Lo. The 
RCMP were clear on their ultimate 
role: “If we get down to the final 
steps, then we will do whatever is 
necessary to clear the blockade." 
When a meeting with deputy fish- 
cries minister Rawson was con- 
firmed on Sept. 3. the barricades 
were removed and the bulldozers 
withdrawn 

CN Rail estimated it had lost 
$3 million a day while its line was 
blocked. totalling some $15 mil- 
lion altogether. CN officals stated 
they may consider suing the Sto:L- 
о Nation. 

Fisheries has been an increas 
ingly “hot” issue on BC's west 
coast. The б 
























eral govemment's 
so-called Aboriginal Fisheries Stra- 
tegy has let loose previously-veiled 
racism among primarily Euro-Can- 
adian fishers. one result being the 
creation of the BC Fisheries Sur- 
vival Coalition. The Coalition has 
organized a number of demonstra- 
tions and protests a 











inst even the 
suggestion that Native Peoples 
have inherent fighing rights. With 
the increasing depletion of fishing 





partment of National Defense since 
1942. During the Second World 
War, the military invoked the war 
Measure Act to remove Natives 
living on the Stoney Point Reserve 
No. 43 and tum it into an infantry 
ning camp. The homes of 
some twenty-one families were 
bulldozed, along with portions of 
the community's burial grounds. 
Some Stoney Point people were 
relocated to small swamplands on 
the Kettle Point Reserve, Others 
ended up scattered in surrounding 
towns and cities. The federal gov- 
emment had promised that the 
land would be retumed to its right- 
ful owners (in this case not all of 
Canada, just the Stoney Point 
Reserve) as soon as it was no 
longer required by the military. In 
1946 the infantry training centre 
closed, but since 1960 the military 
has continued to use it for six 
weeks every summer as a cadet 
training camp. 

To publicize the occupation 
and to raise funds. a walk from the 
occupied territory to Parliament 
Hill in Ottawa was begun in Sep- 
tember. A highlight of the walk 
was a rally in Peterborough on 
September 24. where a crowd of 
about 100 people gathered to 
express their solidarity 

For more info. and to send 
donations, write to: 

The Stoney Point Fund, 

c/o PO Box 28005, 

Preston Postal Outlet, 
Cambridge, ONT., N3H 5N4 





ownership of the territory... We 
want the extraction of resources to 
stop until we come to some sort of 
agreement.” 

The Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en 
nations have been told that if they 
drop their long-standing court-case 
against the govemment, negoti- 
ations would begin. However, the 
government has been stalling and 
has in fact allowed logging in the 
area before the issue has been 
settled. 

The blockade is on the north- 
em section of the rail line that 
runs between Prince George and 
Dease Lake. It is used by logging 
companies to transport lumber and 
equipment. BC Rail has been 
meeting with its lawyers to discuss 
whether or not to seek a BC 
Supreme Court injunction against 
the blockade, but indicated there 
was no immediate need until daily 
runs begin in mid-November. 

Тһе Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en 
nations filed a suit against the 
provincial govemment іп 1984. 
declaring ownership of а 57.000- 
square kilometre area in northem 
BC. The case was rejected in 
1991 in a ruling attacked as racist 
and colonialist (the judge. Allen 
McEachem, stated among other 
things that before European colon- 
ization. the lives Native Peoples 
was “nasty. brutish and short"), A 
panel of appeal judges in June‘93 
ruled that the Gitksan and Wet'su- 
weten rights to their territory had 
never been extinguished, keeping 





negotiations with the government 
open. 

As OH-TOH-KIN goes to 
press, the blockade continues. 


ACTION ON EDUCA- 
TION 

On Jan. 13/94, members of 
the Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en Edu- 
cation Society began occupying a 
vacant high school in the northem 
community of Hazelton, BC. Mar- 
jorie McRae, a spokesperson for 
the group, stated "We are occupy- 
ing the school because it is ап. 
investment in our future for our 
youth." McRae also said the Git- 
an and Wet'suwet'en nations 
were in desperate need for class- 
room space for a First Nations 
high school program. The Hazelton 
seconadry school had been closed 
since 1992. Negotiations with the 
school district had begun in March 
1992 but accomplished little. On 
Jan. 11/94, the school board had 
rejected the Education So 
request. Two days later, several 
members of the Society, with 35 
supporters, pried open the doors of 
the school and began the occupa- 
tion, Discussions will now con- 
tinue on use of the abondonded 
school. 























HAIDA NATION'S 
SOVEREIGNTY 


On. Jan. 13/94. Lawrence 
Jones of the Haida nation was 
found guilty of contempt and sen- 
tenced to two months in prison 
Lawrence was convicted along 
with six other Haidas for defying 
4 court order against interfering 
with a sports fishing operation in 
Наада Gwaii (Queen Charlotte 
Islands), The other six Haidas- 
Rod swell, George Davis, Paul 
Emie Collison, Stacey 
and Elliott Jones- each 
recieved a 60-day sentence, si 
pended for 18 months. During 
sentencing. BC Supreme Court 
Justice Thomas Braidwood used 
Lawrence's previous conviction on 
contempt during protests in 1985 
against logging on Lyell Island as 
justification for the prison sen- 
tence. The judge also remarked 
that, had the incident taken place 
after the mass arrests at Clayoquot 
Sound (after protesters defied court 
orders against blocking logging 
roads in the summer of 1993), the 
sentences would have been 
"severe." 

The charges against the seven 
came from their actions against 
Oak Bay Marine Ltd., a sports 
fishing business which refused to 
participate in a Haida nation initi- 
ative to manage and conserve the 
chinook fishery in waters around 
Haada Gwaii. The plan called for 
commercial fishing operators to 
pay fees to the Haida nation to 
support a monitoring program 
When Oak Bay Marine Ltd. ref- 
used to contribute, Haidas began 
blocking the landing of Oak Bay 
Marine's float planes. Following 
the sentencing, Miles Richardson, 
Chief of the Haida nation, stated 
"This court today has made it plain 
and clear that justice in this system 
is not for the Haida people... The 
system doesn't know who we are 
and it does not respect us.” 


































UPDATE ON LEONARD PELTIER’S APPEAL: 


JUSTICE DENIED ONCE AGAIN 
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On July 7, 1993, the US Eighth 
Circuit Court of Appeals once again 
denied justice to Leonard Peltier by 
dismissing his appeal. Presented over a 
year ago, on November 9/92 in St. Paul, 
Minnesolta, this was Leonard's third 
appeal against his conviction for the 
killings of two FBI agents near Oglala, 
South Dakota, in 1975. 

During this most recent appeal, two 
issues were argued: Leonard's right to 
due process having been violated by the 
government's change of theory їп the 
original trial; and government and FBI 
misconduct in investigating and trying 
Leonard's case, Canadian law professor 
Dianne Martin also presented an amicus, 
signed by 55 members of the Canadian 
parliament, concerning the illegal extra- 
dition of Leonard from Canada іп 1976. 
As official intervenors, they condemned 
Leonard's extradition as being based on 
fabricated evidence supplied by the FBI 
They had also requested Leonard's 
return to Canada for a new extradition 
hearing. 

In its decision, the Court claimed 
that the government's theory in the case 
against Leonard did not change, and 
that the prosecution had argued it as 
both first degree murder and aiding and 
abetting at close range OR at a distance 
of over two football fields away. This 
claim goes against the statement made 
by Judge Heany during Leonard's sec- 
ond appeal, which was that the case 
would be "an entirely different case 


both in terms of the manner in which it 
was presented... and the sentence the 
judge imposed if the only evidence... 
was that Leonard Peltier was participat- 
ing on the periphery." It also goes 
against two seperate findings by the 
Court that state that Leonard's trial was 
for close range first degree murder. At 
the same time, the three panel judges do 
admit that the evidence against Leonard 
is circumstantial at best. Prosecutor 
Lynn Crooks himself admitted "We 
cannot prove who shot those agents," a 
confession that was questioned during 
the November 9th oral arguements by 
Judge Friedman. Crooks reportedly 
went on for quite some time, stating 
that there was no direct evidence, no 
eyewitnesses, and nothing substantial to 
tie Leonard Peltier to the actual deaths 
of the two agents. Despite this admis- 
sion, the Court dealt with it by simply 
stating that "the government did not 
present any direct evidence... since all 

of the government's proof was circum- 
stantial.” 

Each claim set forth by the defense 
which dealt with Leonard's Constitu- 
tional rights having been violated and 
government misconduct in the investiga- 
tion was dismissed as claims that were 
either litigated previously, or could have 
or should have been litigated previously 
There was no reference as to whether or 
not these claims were valid, only that 
they had been made in an untimely 
fashion. One specific example of this is 





an affadavit by Duane Brewer, a former 
member of the Guardians of the Oglala 
Nation (essentially a gang of thugs who 
terrorized traditionals in and around 
Pine Ridge). Brewer's affadavit 
describes the full involvement of the 
FBI in illegally training, arming and 
encouraging the activities of the GOON 
vigilantes, some of whom were Tribal 
police. With the collaboration of the 
FBI, the GOONS carried out a reign of 
terror on the Pine Ridge reservation. То 
this clear example of FBI misconduct 
the Court stated that Leonard Peltier 
gave "no explanation for his failure to 
obtain that evidence earlier. As the 
Leonard Peltier Defense Committee 
id, "[а]ге we then to assume that the 
Court expected Leonard Peltier to some- 
how magically get a former GOON 
leader like Brewer to freely Bie such 
information at this simple request? 

The Leonard Peltier Defense Com- 
mittee is asking that people write to the 
US president, the Attorney General, and 
the judges on the Eighth Circuit Court 
of Appeals, to express their anger at this 
“continued injustice and to demand a 
full and independent investigation into 
the FBI and judicial procedures respon- 
sible for Leonard's illegal incarceration, 
including allegations that Judges Morris 
Amold, Daniel Friedman and Theodore 
McMillian held secret meetings with 
FBI agents while considering this most 
recent appeal.” 




















Tony Rios Must Be Freed! 


Tony Rios is a young Lakota 
who recently celebrated his 17th 
birthday in the South Dakota State 
He has been 
imprisoned since the age of 14. 
After spending five months in juvenile 
facilities in solitary confinement, Tony 
was transferred to adult prison and. 
his case tried in adult court, over all 
objections from his family and 
supporters. Charged with assault 


Penitentiary. 


for defending himself. He was then 
thrown into solitary confinement for 
fighting. Once out of solitary, Tony 
was able to work in the prison kit- 
chen, which was great for his morale, 
his health, and his record for the 
Parole Board. Іп April he was 
assaulted by a supervisor from out- 
side the prison. His boss and other 
prisoners launched a lawsuit against 
the supervisor who was subsequently 


and manslaughter, after he defended fired. 


himself against ап unprovoked 
attacked by a white man who died 
from superficial knife wounds, Tony's 
plea of self-defense was rejected. 
His trial, described as a "farce", was 
full of "аіѕсгерепсіеѕ, conflicting 
evidence, and paid witnesses for the 
prosecution.” For the manslaughter 
charge, Tony was sentenced to 20 
years suspended sentence. For an 
unrelated aggravated assault charge, 
which was also in self-defense, Tony 
was sentenced to 8 years in prison. 
After he was sentenced, Tony was 
moved to a maximum security prison 
400 miles away at Sioux Falls, S.D. 

As a youth in an adult maximum 
security prison, Tony was an easy 
target for unprincipaled prisoners 
who would steal his food and beat 
him. Too young for the work or study 
programs, Tony has been isolated 
and alienated. While in the juvenile 
detention, he attempted suicide repe- 
atedly. From the prison in Sioux 
Falls, he was transferred to the Spri- 
ngfield Correctional Facility. In Jan- 
uary 1993, Tony was transferred 
back to the State Penitentiary in 
He is again being 
assaulted by the same gang of 
prisoners and again being punished 


Sioux Falls. 


їп early May a riot broke out 
when Native prisoners fought back 
against guards. Tony, who was in 
the yard at the time, did not take 
part in the conflict. His only action 
was to hang the US flag upside 
down, a distress signal frequently 
used by the American Indian Move- 
ment. The following day, he was 
accused of being a ringleader and an 
instigator of the riot, and of causing 
some of the damage inflicted on the 
prison. He was immediately placed 
in administrative segregation. It took 
the prison three or four weeks to 
retum his belongings from the other 
cell, including his eagle feather. Very 
soon after, Tony was again thrown 
into solitary confinement for petty 
offenses (he was accused of throw- 
ing urine on a guard and of exposing 
himself to a female guard when his 
shower towel fell offi). When the 
guards came to remove him to soli- 
tary, Tony refused to leave his cell. 
The “forced cell extraction team" 
brutally attacked Tony, smashing his 
head into a locker which cut him over 
his left eye and bled profusely. As 
well, he was choked and, when hand- 
cuffed and dragged to solitary, had 
his arms lifted so high that the 


muscles were torn. Nearby prisoners 
saw the incident. Realizing Tony was 
injured, they managed to get a mess- 
age out to Tony's mother. Within a 
few hours the prison was recieving 
messages from all over. Callers 
were given a line about “exaggerated 
prisoner reports, specially trained 
staff and immediate medical atten- 
Чоп." The prison even said that 
Tony had been checked by a nurse 
and that he had no injuries. The 
reality was that after five days Tony 
was finally allowed to see a nurse, 
too late to stitch the cut over his left 
eye. He was given medication for his 
tom muscles. In fact, he is constant- 
ly being given medication. So much 
so that this in itself has become a 
сопсет to his supporters who are 
afraid that this will lead to an addic- 
tion and willl have longterm effects to 
his health. 

їп August Tony went before the 
Parole Board. The family of the man 
who died when Tony was forced to 
defend himself was there, and even 
conferred with the Parole Board 
before Tony was brought in. Since 
the prison sentence Tony is currently 
serving, for aggravated assault in 
another incident that was uncon- 
nected to the manslaughter charge 
but which was also in self defense, 
the family of the dead man had no 
legal right to be there. Parole was 
denied. Although Tony had a right to 
legal counsel, he did not have a 
lawyer and had to face the board 
alone. His next chance for parole is 
in March 1994. 

Thelma Rios, Tony's mother, has 
been a long time activist for her 
people. The treatment of Native 





Letter Writing 

As part of the ongoing struggle to free 
Leonard Peltier, the LPDC has initiated 
a letter writing campaign. 


To write letters in support of Presiden- 
tial Clemency, write to: 

President Bill Clinton, 

the White House, 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, 


, Washington, DC 20500 USA 


To write letters supporting an indepen- 
dent investigation into Peltier's case and 
governmental misconduct, write to; 
Attorney General Janet Reno, 

Dept. of Justice, 

10 Constitution Ave., 

Washington, DC 20530 USA 


To send letters of solidarity, write to: 
Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, 

PO Box 1000, 

Leavenworth, KS 66048 USA 


For more info, contact either 
Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, 
PO Box 583, 

Lawrence KS, 66044 USA 

Tel. (913) 842-5774 


Leonard Peltier Defense Committee 
43 Chandler Dr., 

Scarborough, ONT., 

MIG 171 Canada 

Tel. (416) 435-1893 


prisoners has been an area of 
struggle for her since before her 
sons imprisonment. Тһе political 
dimensions of Tony's trial in relation 
to Thelma Rios’ activism have not 
been overlooked by supporters, who 
see Tony's imprisonment .as ап 
attack on Native People's activism. 

Currently, Tony's support com- 
mittee is seeking a lawyer who will 
take his case and who will pursue 
Tony's release on the basis of youths 
rights and human rights abuse, racial 
discrimination, and the miscarriage 
of justice. A Chicago law firm has 
offered to work on the case for a 
travelling fee of $2,000, which Thel- 
ma Rios and supporters have not yet 
raised. The support committee has 
tshirts, sweatshirts and pins avail- 
able and donations can be sent to 
two addresses; For Canadian funds, 
contact: Tony Rios Support Com- 
mittee, Box 435, Oka, Quebec, 
JON 1Е0, tel. (514) 479-8777. 

For US funds, contact: Tony 
Rios Defense Fund, Northwest 
Bank, 202 Disk Drive, Rapid City, 
S.D., 57701, USA. 

To break the isolation that 
Prisons are designed to create, 
people are urged to write to Tony. 
Let him know he is not forgotten. 
Write to: Tony Rios, S.D. State 
Penitentiary, Box 5911, Sioux 
Falls, 5.0., 57117, USA 
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Update on Eddie Hatcher 


NATIVE AMERICAN POLITICAL PRISONER 





In OH-TOH-KIN No. 2, the case of 
Eddie Hatcher, a Native American 
Political Prisoner, of the Tuscarora 
Nation, was presented. The following is 
an update by Thelma Clark, Eddie's 
mother and organizer of the Robeson 
Defense Committee. In February 1988, 
Eddie Hatcher and Timothy Jacobs, 
another Native American, carried out an 
armed occupation of the Robesonian 
newspaper in Robeson County, North 
Carolina. Their action was designed to 
publicize their charges of corruption in 
local police agencies, and the more than 
twenty unsolved murders of young 
Native and African Americans in the 
county, many killed execution style. On 
Oct. 14/93, both Native men were 
acquitted of all charges (weapons and 
hostage taking charges) by a federal 
ground jury which found that they had 
cause to believe their lives were in 
danger, and that their actions were 
justified by a defense of necessity. Ina 
vindictive move, which violated their 
constitutional protection against double 
jeapardy, the state of North Carolina 
charged them on the same acts for 
which they'd been acquitted in federal 
court. Ina plea bargain, Jacobs recieve- 

six years, Hatcher 18 years. Jacobs 
since completed his prison sentence. 





STATEMENT FROM 
Bee ROBESON 


EFENSE 
COMMITTEE 


Since the 





puncturing one of his lungs, the g 
ment has heightened its harassment and 
abusive, unjust treatment against him. 
After the attack, Eddie was moved to 
Odom Prison Farm, located 200 miles 
from his home and family. Even 
though North Carolina has 94 prisons, 
more than any other state in the US, 
Eddie was moved to the most remote, 
isolated North Carolina prison. Basi- 
cally, Eddie was punished for being 
stabbed. Still, to this date, North 
Carolina has made no 





investigation into the attempted murder 
of Eddie and no charges have been 
brought. 

One year afier being moved to 
Odom, Eddie was placed on the Farm 
Squad. For one month he and sixty 
other prisoners were forced to work in 
irrigation ditches containing two to three 
feet of what they thought was just 
water. Then, Eddie obtained over thirty 
pages of letters, memorandums and the 
"Civil Assessment and Penalties from 
the North Carolina Department of Envi- 
ronment, Health and Natural 
Resources,” which had been filed 
against Odom for $16,000 in fines for 
over 72 state violations. Odom had 
been, for over eighteen months, dump- 
ing raw sewage including human feces, 
all from the prison, into the surface and 
ground water around Odom. This was 
the purpose of enlarging the irrigation 
ditches. The prisoners had been forced 
to work directly in this raw sewage, and 
Eddie and several other prisoners pro- 
tested and filed suit in Federal Court. 
With this, the harassment mounted. 

On Feb. 11/93, Eddie engaged in a 
fast to protest the corruption within the 
Department of Corrections (DOC) and 
the denial of parole. He has been 
denied parole four times and has served 
over four years on an 18 year sentence- 
longer than most prisoners serve on 25 
year sentences in Northern Carolina. 
The fast, which lasted 24 days, resulted 
in the prison placing him in Administra- 
tive lock-up, where he remains today 

In March 1993, Federal Judge W. 
Earl Briu (cousin to Joe Freeman Britt) 
refused to dismiss the lawsuit 


court.” More recently, civil rights attor- 
neys William Kunstler and Ron Kuby 
have re-entered the case and will be 
filing legal motions soon. 

More and more North Carolina 
representatives have quietly come on 
board in support of Eddie's release, one 
recently stating, "It's who you know and 
how much money you've got that 
decides parole.” This representative had 
a “bad confrontation" with the North 
Carolina Parole Chairman regarding 
Eddie's parole denial. 













Many Native American support 
groups throughout Europe have become 
heavily involved in seeking Eddie's 
release and have mounted a major let- 
ter-writing campaign to North Carolina's 
new governor and Secretary of Correc- 
tions. As well, an attorney in Britain 
will be raising Eddie's case before the 
United nations Summit. Also, Amnesty 
International is monitoring Eddie's case 
very closely and may be issuing a dec- 
laration in the near future. 

"Friends of Eddie Hatcher", a very 
well organized and hard working group 
located in Berkely, California, has really 
been organizing support in the western 
United States. Their letters and action 
alerts have gone worldwide and have 
been very successful during the fast and 
the time Eddie has spent in Administra- 
tive lock-up. Several people from 
across the US have contacted us and are 
in the process of setting up "Eddie 
Hatcher Support Groups” which will 
strengthen our support base a great deal. 

At present, Eddie continues to work 
on his legal cases and also helps other 
prisoners in their legal needs. Also, he 
puts out a newsletter when he has the 
funds and spends most of his time writ- 
ing and reading. He is held in lock-up 
twenty-three hours a day 

If you'd like to send him a book, 
please remember that prison rules 
require that they come from a bookstore 
or publisher. As well, several people 
have sent stamps to him, which the 
prison does not allow. Eddie has to 
purchase stamps, so if you'd like to send 
him а money order to help him with 
stamps he would appreciate it greatly 









tice that continues against Eddie, We 
firmly believe that Eddie will be 
released and truth shall intervene. Wit- 
hout the continued help and support of 
so many thousands worldwide we could 
not have mounted the efforts which we 
have and we do sincerely thank you. 
We are asking that you please con- 
tact the new Governor of North 
Carolina and Secretary of Corrections 
and demand that justice be srved swiftly 
by the release of Eddie Hatcher, a pol- 
itical prisoner in North Carolina, USA. 


BOYCOTT NORTH CAROLINA- FREE EDDIE HATCHER 


The Robeson Defense Group has issued a call to boycott North Carolina. In the call for a boycott, the 
Defense Group stated: “North Carolina is not only known worldwide for its Human Rights violations, but is 
also known for its furniture and tourism maket... The tourism industry in NC generates millions of dollars 
which supports, through high taxes, the corrupt, unjust officials and machines of North Carolina... It should 
not be surprising that the TOP furniture producer in NC is owned by the family of James Broyhill, a Republican 
from NC who is one of Jesse Helms’ most devoted and ardent supporters and allies.” Senator Jesse Helms. 
is a right-wing politician who, amongst other things, filed amicus briefs against Eddie Hatcher. 

The targets of the boycott campaign are North Carolina's tourism industry, Broyhill Furniture Industries 
and Thomasville Furniture Industries. The Defense Group has asked that, besides boycotting these products 
and North Carolina, people write to the Chief Executive Officers of the furniture companies, and NC's Travel 
and Tourism office, informing them that you will not only boycott their products but that you will be organizing 
others to boycott them as well, until justice is carried out in the case of Eddie Hatcher. Send copies of your 
letters to Governor Jim Hunt (see address above). 


Write to: 


Broyhill Furniture Industries, 
Broyhill Park, 

Lenoir, NC 

28633 USA 





Thomasville Furniture Industries, 
401 East Main St., 
Thomasville, NC, 
27360 USA 


North Carolina Travel & Tourism, 


430 N. Salisbury St., 
Raleigh, NC, 
27603 USA 


Eddie Hatcher, Political Prisoner PHOTO: Robeson Defense Committee 





Thank you, Thelma H. Clark, 
Robeson Defense Committee. 


Letters can be sent to: 


Governor Jim Hunt 
Office of the Governor 
Raleigh, NC, 
27603-8001, USA 


Franklin Freeman, Secretary 
Department of Corrections, 
214 West Jones St., 

Raleigh, NC, 

27603-1337 USA 


For more info, or to send donations, 
write to: 

The Robeson Defense Committee 
PO Box 1389, 

Pembroke, NC 

28372 USA 

Tel. 919-521-3515 


Solidarity іѕ а Weapon! On Мау 19/93, 
Eddie was transferred to medium secur- 
ity at the Hoke Correction Institute. 
Write to Eddie at: 

Eddie Hatcher, 

PO Box 700, 

Hoke Correct Inst., 

Raeford, NC 

28376 USA 





UPDATE ON 
NORMA JEAN 
CROY 


In OH-TOH-KIN No. 2, an introduction to 
the case of Norma Jean Croy was published. 
Readers will recall that Norma Jean is a 38- 
woman of the 











ге involved in a shoot-out 
in Yreka, California, in which one cop was 
shot dead by her brother. Both Norma Jean 
and Patrick were convicted of murder and 
other charges; Patrick was sentenced to 
death, and Norma Jean to life in prison. Ina 
1990 retrial, Patrick was acquitted on the 
grounds of self-defence. Despite not having 
touched the weapon that killed the cop, 
Norma Jean remains in prison. 

Since that article, there have been other 
developments in the struggle to free Norma 
Jean. On July 16/92, Norma Jean was denied 
parole for а further two years. It was her 
fourth parole hearing, despite the fact that 
she had three job offers, two residences 
available upon her being paroled, and over 
175 letters of support. An administrative 
appeal of the Parole Board's decision is still 
in the works. 

More recently, as appeals filed at the 
state level have been to no avail, attorneys for 
Norma Jean filed a writ of habeas corpus in 
federal court, in August/93. A judge ordered 
the state court to respond to the writ, to 
which the state of California requested and 
recieved a 30 day extension before answering. 
Once answered, Norma Jean's attorney's will 
have 30 days to rebutt and seek an eviden- 
tiary hearing before the federal court, The 
state can then request another extension, but 
supporters of Norma Jean feel these stall 
tactics will soon run out and feel confident 
that once the case is heard, some semblance 
of justice will be achieved. As well, a letter 
writing campaing will be launched in the near 
future to assist the petition for a new trial 
which began over a year ago. 


police 


For more information, and to assist with 
the campaign to free Norma Jean, contact: 
Norma Jean Croy Defense Committee, 
473 Jackson st., Third Floor 
San Francisco, CA. 

94111 USA 


Write to Norma Jean: 
Norma Jean croy 
CCWF #14293 

PO Box 1508 
Chowchilla, CA. 
93610 USA 
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LITTLE ROCK REED Targetted by Parole Board 


Readers of OH-TOH-KIN No. 2 
should remember the name Little Rock 
Reed. He was the author of the article 
"Amending the American Indian 
Religious Freedom Act of 1978" in that 
issue's centrespread on The Struggle for 
Native Culture in US Prisons. 


As director of the Native American 


Prisoner's Rehabilitation Research 
Project (NAPRRP), and a former 
prisoner himself, Little Rock's work in 
the NAPRRP was in the process of 
becoming an important tool for the 
struggle of Native prisoners. Тһе 
NAPRRP's work consisted of providing 
legal advice to Native prisoners on 
religious freedom and cultural rights 
issues and assisting in preparing legal 
documents for litigation, providing 
travel expenses for spiritual advisors to 
the prisons, and publishing the Iron 
House Drum, a quarterly journal. 
Currently, the document The American 
Indian in the White Man's Prison: A 
Story of Genocide, is awaiting 
publication. It was assembled by Little 
Rock and the МАРКЕР. 

All this work has been seriously 
disrupted. Little Rock Reed has been 
forced to go underground following the 
Ohio State Parole Board's decision to 
revoke his parole іп mid-March/93. 
Little Rock had only two months 
remaining in his parole, 

Little Rock Reed is an activist the 
state did not want out on the streets, 
Prior to his release, the head of the 
parole board told him "I have to grant 
you parole now, but you will never 
make it off parole"! The incident the 
parole board needed to revoke Little 
Rock's parole was provided by Ste 








volo p 

Apparently emberassedandinsecure 
of his partner's involvement with 
prisoner's struggles and the NAPRRP, 
Steve Devoto- whose father had been in 
the FBI- fabricated an incident in which 
Little Rock had supposedly threatened 
his life. This charge was refuted by 
Dinah Devoto in an affadavit in which 
she stated that farm from threatening 
her husband's life, Little Rock had in 
fact been threatened by Steve Devoto, 
who said he would blow Little Rock's 
head off. Subsequently, police arrived 
at the office of the NAPRRP (located in 


Books 2 Prisoners is a program 
whose purpose is to broaden the 
range of reading materials available 
to prisoners across Canada. We 
are aware of the lack of access to 
current and diverse reading 
sources, and it is this void we wish 
to help fill. Through donations from 
certain generous publishing com- 
panies and bookstores we have 
books, journals and magazines 
covering a wide variety of subjects 
including health, history, women’s 
issues, native issues, politics, sex- 
uality... 

Books 2 Prisoners will 
accept requests for books, journals 
or magazines by subject, author or 
title. If we don't have the specific 
book asked for, we may send the 
closest thing we find to the request. 
We want to hear from prisoners in 
Canada. Please spread the word. 


Books 2 Prisoners 
315 Cambie st., 
Vancouver, BC V6B 2N4 





the home of assistant director Claudia 
Aylor in Villa Hills, Kentucky) with a 
summons. Little Rock had written 
permission from his parole officer to 
work in the office from the hours of 
8am to 8pm. Claudia Aylor, who was 
present when the police arrived, has 
stated "[t]he police made a point of 
stalling for time by reading the entire 
summons to him, in which Devoto 
charged Little Rock with terroristic 
threatening. The police made sure that 
Little Rock was still here in Kentucky 
until about 8:20pm, which put Little 
Rock in violation of his parole. But the 
police also lied and put on the report 
that it was 8:10pm when they arrived to 
serve the summons"? Ё 

As required by his parole 
conditions, Little Rock reported the 
incident to his parole officer. He was 
told on Thursday, March 18/93 that he 
would have the weekend to say farewell 
to his family and friends and that, on 
March 22, he was to turn himself in for 
violating his parole conditions. 

However, on Friday March 19, 
there was already an arrest warrant 
issued for Little Rock. On Saturday, 
the police arrived at Little Rock's 
mother's place in Ohio to arrest him. 
Evading arrest, Little Rock did not turn 


himself in. The situation was clear: if 
captured he would quite possibly have 
to serve the remaining 15 years in his 
original sentence with no chance of 
clearing himself. The intent of the state 
to remove Little Rock from working on 
the rights of Native prisoners was 
indicated when, following a discussion 
at a state-wide gathering of Native 
organizations at the Ohio State 
University in Columbus, Little Rock's 
parole officer told him that the chief of 
the Ohio parole board had given orders 
that Little Rock be told to quit making 
speeches, that he be denied any travel 
requests, and that he cease all’ 
correspondence with prison officials on 
behalf of Native prisoners, or his parole 
would be revoked. Apparently, it was 
the first time that the officer had "ever 
been contacted directly by the chief of 
the Ohio Adult Parole Authority and 
given such an order regarding any 
parolee." 

On June 29/93, Little Rock was 
convicted in abstentia on the threatening 
charge. Upon hearing of the verdict, 
Little Rock, still underground, filed a 
pro se motion for a new trial based on 
ineffective counsel. This was denied, 
and the conviction now constitutes an 
uncontestable technical parole violation 
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that authorizes the Ohio Adult Parole 
Authority to imprison Little Rock Reed 
for the 15 years remaining in his 
sentence, if and when he is recaptured. 
We hope that day will never come. 


With Solidarity and Love to Little 
Rock Reed. Stay strong and free 
Brother. 


Footnotes 

1. Claudia Aylor, "Little Rock Reed 
Framed by Ohio Parole Board- Goes 
Underground", letter, Prison News 
Service No.40, March/April 1993, pg. 1 
2. Ibid. 

3. Quoted from affadavit by Little 
Rock Reed, "Little Rock Reed Remains 
Free,” Prison News Service No. 41, 
May/June 1993, pg. 7 


The following document was sent by Little Rock Reed to OH-TOH-KIN. The author is a human rights attorney 
who has been actively involved in American Indian prisoner's rights issues. Deborah Garlin recently moved to 
the Uintah and Ouray Indian Resevation in Utah to assumè the position of pro bono legal counsel for the Ute 


Nation. 


The Case of Little Rock Reed 


by Deborah L. Garlin 


On July 5, 1993, several well 
known and highly regarded social 
scientists and attorneys’ submitted a 
petition to George Voinovich, governor 

„of Ohio, in which they stated: 

After having carefully reviewed the 
enclosed "Statement of Facts Regarding 
Little Rock (aka Timothy) Reed's 
Situation With the Ohio Adult Parole 
Authority" and supporting 
documentation attached thereto, it is our 
informed opinion that Little Rock Reed, 
an articulate human rights advocate for 
American Indians and prisoners, has 
been made to serve many years in 
Ohio's maximum security prison solely 
and expressly because of his 
legitimate and peaceful activism. 

In our opinion, the enclosed 
evidence indicates that because Little 
Rock Reed, while on parole [in 
writings, public speeches and radio 
interviews] was exposing civil and 
criminal violations which have been and 
continue to be committed by the Ohio 
Adult Parole Authority (APA), the Ohio 
Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction, and other agencies that have 
influence with the APA, the APA 
intends to use its power to place Little 
Rock back in prison for up to fifteen 
more years in order to silence his voice. 
In fact, the evidence is so overwhelming 
that on June 4, 1993, after reviewing 
only a very small portion of [Little 
Rock's swom affidavit and supporting 
documents], a Kenton County, Kentucky 
judge [acknowledged] that Little Rock's 
life is [indeed] in danger due to the fact 
that the APA has plans to politically 
imprison- and very possibly to 
politically assassinate- Little Rock if 
and when he comes out of hiding... 





The petitioners also told Governor 


Voinovich that even though under Ohio 
law petitions for clemency or pardon are 
to be submitted to the APA for their 
review and recommendation, "in light of 
the APA's apparent conflict of interest 
in this particular case, such procedure 
would be entirely inappropriate" and 
“would preclude Little Rock from being 
given real consideration for pardon or 
clemency.” 

Notwithstanding the above, on July 
28, 1993, Governor Voinovich 
forwarded the petition to the APA for 
their recommendation. On July 30, 
1993, the Ohio Parole Board denied the 
petition, stating that it will give no 
consideration until Little Rock is back 
in the APA's custody 

Since the day Little Rock went 
underground, the APA and other prison 
officials who want him in prison have 
discovered even greater cause for 
wanting his voice silenced. As stated 
in a May 25th, 1993, affidavit signed by 
Dr. Harold Pepinsky, a board member 
of the American Society of Criminology 
who has been monitoring some of the 
conditons at Ohio's maximum security 
prison in Lucasville for several years 
now: 

The prison wing [Little Rock] 
would have undoubtedly been sent back 
to in Lucasville had he reported to his 
parole officer this past March 22 shortly 
thereafter broke out in a riot. There he 
would have been a likely choice of 
rioting priosoners to be their 
spokesperson. Had he survived the riot, 
he would now be a prime candidate for 
murder prosecution simply by having 
been in the prison at the wrong time. 1 
believe he might well have died instead. 
Mr. Reed's fellow writ-writer and 
defender of American Indian religious 
freedom, Dennis Weaver, was brought 
out of the riot area and later found dead 
in his cell long before the riot ended 








with signs of having been beaten.” 
During the Lucasville riot, prison 
warden Arthur Tate, Jr., and the other 
prison administrators refused to allow 
the media to interview the prisoners 
even though the prisoners had stated 
that they would kill their hostages if 
they could not speak with the media. 
When Little Rock learned of this, he 
travelled to Ohio and spoke with the 
media on behalf of the prisoners whose 
voices were being silenced. He was 
interviewed by the Columbus, Ohio, 
ABC television news affiliate which 
was aired throughout the United States; 
and the Plain Dealer, Ohio's largest 
newspaper, ran the story in which they 
exposed some of the facts documented 
in a lawsuit filed by Little Rock (as a 
jailhouse lawyer) оп behalf of 
Lucasville prisoners which indicated 
that warden Arthur Tate basically did 
everything in his power to instigate the 
riot that occured. The record in the 
case further revealed that Tate was 
warned that the riot was impending, yet 
he stated to the media during the riot 
that the administration had по prior 
warning that a riot was imminent. 
Throughout all of this, Little Rock 
has been a busy legal consultant and 
spokesman for the Aboriginal Ute 
Nation, a group of American Indians 
terminated by an Act of Congress in 
1954 who had asked Little Rock to 
come assist them in their struggle. 
Because of his status a political fugitive 
-- a status which has been discovered by 
some of the Aboriginal Ute Nation's 
foes -- Little Rock was recently forced 
to leave the reservation and go back 
into hiding. Meanwhile, I am 
continuing, by myself, the extensive 
factual and legal investigation we 


Continued Next Page 
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The Case of Johnny Jacobs 


Native American Political Prisoner 


Johnny Jacobs is a 32 year old 
member of the Tuscarora Nation, which 
is part of the Haudenosaunee (Six 
Nations Confederacy). He is currently 
imprisoned at the Cullins Correctional 
Facility in New york State, serving a 3 
1/2-7 year sentence for Second Degree 
Assault. According to Johnny, this was 
in reality self-defense against an attack 
connected to the armed standoff 
between the Mohawk Nation and the 
Canadian state at Oka/Kanehsatake, 
which was occuring at the time. 

On July 27, 1990, Elwood Printup 
was shot in the head on the Tuscarora 
Indian Reservation The shooting 
occurred at the home of Mitchell 
Jacobs, Johnny's brother. Mitchell had 
wrote the word "Oka" on the road in 
front of his house. Shortly after, shots 
were fired at his home. In this tense 











climate, Elwood Printup charged onto 
Mitchell's property and assaulted 
Johnny. Mitchell came to his brother's 


aid, and a struggle over a rifle resulted 
in Printup being shot. He was admitted 
to hospital and released on August 15 
Both Ja fled the reserve. Five 
hours after the shooting occured, 
Mitchell's trailer was destroyed by fire. 
Following this, Johnny's home, his 
grandmother's home, and his deceased 
grandmother's home were all burned 
down. 

Warrants were issued for the two 
brothers, and a month later, Johnny 
returned to surrender himself and to tell 
their side of the story. Before his 
surrender could be arranged, a 20 
member Sheriffs Department SWAT 
leam орто фе house birey was 














was captured, Billings’ house was also 


bumed down. To date, there has been 


mo arests nor any investigations 
conceming these fires 
During Johnny's trial, the 


prosecution made frequent references to 
the stand-off at Oka, playing on the 
racist fears of an all-white jury. Some 
of the prosecution's questions included: 
"What is Oka all about, Mr. Jacobs?," 
"Did you go up there [to Oka]... You 
wanted to go up there, didn't you?," 
"Did you volounteer to go fight?.” "Are 
the letters O-K-A- painted out in front 
of Mitchell Jacob's trailer there, are they 
out there?," "They [the letters] were out 
there on July 27th, weren't (Һеј 
(excerpts from Johnny Jacob's Appeal, 
Transcript Record of Trial 558, pg. 6, 
line 25). 

Other witnes 














were also subjected 


to the same line of questioning. As 
1 to the New 


Johnny states in his app 
te Appellate: "Thi 











Racists lynch Native effigy during 
Oka Crisis, 1990 


no relation to the incident at question 
here, but their interjection was used 
solely to prejudice the image of the 
defendant by connecting his ethnic 
background as a full-blooded Indian to 
an Indian versus white goann war 


all-white jury." 

Johnny's first appeal has been 
denied and is presently under review by 
the New York State Court of Appeals, 
the last and highest court in New York. 
He has also had a lawyer assigned to 
him to help prosecute a ten million 
dollar lawsuit agi 
for violating his constitutional rights, 
based upon the sheriff entering an 
Indian reservation illegally with a 20 
member SWAT team. 

At present, Johnny is not requesting 
defense funds or a campaign to work 
for his freedom, feeling that there are 
other Native American political 
prisoners in more need of such work 
than himself. Letters of support and 
solidarity can be sent to him, though, at 
the following address: 


















Johnny Jacobs, 91B1433, 
Cullins C.F., 

Helmuth, NY 

14079-0200 USA 





LITTLE ROCK REED 


Continued from Previous Page 


started together and were hoping to 
finish together -- an investigation we are 
certain will expose the crime of 
genocide that has been and continues to 
be perpetrated against the aboriginal 
people of the Uintah and Ouray Indian 
Reservation. 

The world needs Little Rock out in 
the open so that he may continue to do 
the outstanding human rights work 
which has caused the APA to target him 
for political imprisonment ог 
assassination. Апу organization or 
individual willing to contribute the time 
to read the 21 pages of documentation 
surrounding his circumstances and to 
write a letter of support for him should 
contact me, Deborah Garlin, at P.O. 
Box 53, Whiterocks, UT 84085. Thank 
you very much for your suppport. 












Footnotes 


1. The petitioners were attorney Ed 
Kagin of Covington, Kentucl 
Willam Williams of the Union Institute 
in Cincinnati, Ohio: Dr. Lance Kramer, 
assistant provost at the Ohio State 
University and vice president of the 
Ohio Center for Native American 
Affairs: and Dr. Harold Pepinsky, a 
retired attorney currently teaching at 
Indiana University and serving as 
chairman of the Division of Critical 
Criminology, American Society of 
Criminology 

2. According to Little Rock, the only 
people who had access to the cell on 
which Weaver's brutalized body was 
found were prison guards and officials. 





a county sheriff 




































by Willie H. Blake 


Аз Chief of the Native Brotherhood 
here at Bowden Institution, | have a 
mandate to try to meet the needs of the 
Aboriginal incarcerates of this particular 
prison. This consists of program 
development based on Native values and 
traditions. Some of the functions we 
sponsor are: 

= Traditional Feasts and Give-aways 

= Elder's Conferences 

-Annual Pow-wows and Round Dances 

- Monthly Family Gatherings 
-Weekly Membership Meetings 


At present we are іп the process of 
trying to stabilize our financial situation. 
Our recent election into office revealed a 
financially defunct account with nothing in 
place to regenerate funding. Basically we 
are having to begin from scratch thus we 
аге appealing to you for financial assis- 
tance. 


Our membership is comprised of a 
diverse number of Brothers from all geo- 
graphical locations of the Land. There are 
the Inuit and Dene of the North along with 
numerous representatives from the Sout- 
hem Nations. It is our mandate to try to 
cater to the Cultural needs of each group. 

If we are ever to reduce the rate of 
recidivism of the Native Offender, we must 
have programs in place within the Institu- 
tional setting that would contribute to this 
process. We feel that programs of an 
Aboriginal content would be best suited to 
meet these needs. This requires resources 
from the Aboriginal Community which in 

















society. Being in an institutional setting 
тїз our scope of possibilibes in attaining 
funding for some of our initiatives. We ask 













































RISON is supposed to be a last 
resort. So what a shock to find 
Statistics Canada reporting last 
week that “35 per cent ol on 

tenced offenders were admitted (to 

prison) solely to serve time in default of 
paying a fine levied under either federal 
ог provincial statutes.” One third of the 
people sent to jail were there solely be- 
cause they had failed to pay a fine. And 

you thought the best place to find a 

debtors’ prison was in the Dickens sec- 

tion of the bookstore. 

The statistics are not quite as bad as 
they at first appear when one considers 
that these numbers refer to admissions, 
not prison population. Six fine default- 
ers, each arrested and held for a matter 
of days or even hours, count as six ad- 
missions, while a murderer, confined to 
the penitentiary for a quarter century, 
counts as only one admission. 

As well, a large number of those ad- 
mitted for fine ЕА үм Көз pess 
they had been stop] у police — for 
Е for example — and а check on 

computer revealed that the; 
failed to pay fines for another traffic of- 
fence. Arrest warrants are generally rou- 
tinely issued when fines are not paid on 


BEHIND BARS 
‘Sentenced prison population per 100,000 





Native Brotherhood 
Seeks Contributions 


The Globe and Mail, Jan. 20/94 
The finer points of prison life 





Please make all donations payable to: 
The Native Brotherhood Society, 
с/о Terry Kostiuk - Native Liaison, 
PO Box 6000, 

Innisfail, Alberta, 

ТОМ 1A0 


May the Spirit of Sharing always smile 
favorably upon you in your time of need 
in appreciation and gratitude, 





Willie H. Blake, Chief/NBH 
Dene Nation- Northwest Тепйобез 


David М. Sapp, Sec/Tres. NBH 
Little Pine Band- Saskatchewan 






time, and so the person who has been 
stopped for speeding is arrested and 
held, usually for a short time, until the 
fine is paid, Many of these people are in 
and out of the system quickly, with the 
final result being that the state gets the 
money it is owed. 

There are a whole other group of peo- 
ple, however, who end up spending time 
in prison because they simply cannot 
pay their fines. A 1991 report by the 
Law Reform Commission of Canada, 
Aboriginal Peoples and Criminal Jus- 
tice, noted that part of the reason na- 
tives are over-represented in Canada’s 
prison system is the “semi-automatic 
prison term for fine default.” ‘It pro- 
posed, as have many others, that alter- 
nate measures be employed. It suggested 
that “incarceration for non-payment of. 
fines should only occur upon a refusal or 
willful default.” Otherwise, methods 
such as attachment of wages and sala- 
ries, seizure of the offender’s property or 
community service equal to the fine 
should be tried. The Criminal Code al- 
ready gives provinces the power to set 
up what are known as fine option pro- 
grams, under which offenders are able 
to “work off” their fines by performing 
work in the community, Some provinces 
have begun to use these. 

The idea of keeping people out of jail 
— Canada looks pretty good at this 
compared to the United States, not so 
good next to others — ought to be up- 
permost in mind. Sending people to 
prison is a very expensive business: Can- 
ada’s adult correctional services had a 
budget of $1.9-billion last year. In cases 
involving non-violent crimes, there are 
other options: community service, vic- 
tim restitution, and yes, fines. People 
should not wind up in prison, costing 
the taxpayer money, and themselves and 
their families gratuitous harm as the 
price of minor crimes. 
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A NOTE TO THE READER 


Clearly, publishing a quarterly newspaper is somewhat beyond my capabilities at the 
present time! Yes, it’s true: over a year has passed since the last issue of OH-TOH-KIN 
appeared, and, of course, there are many reasons for this. The main ones being a lack of 
funding, and my own arrest at an anti-fascist demonstration in January 1993, As a result 





Tobacco War Continued from page 9 





Mohawks have wamed the govemment 
that any such raids would be met by 
armed resistance, as they would consti- 
tute an invasion of sovereign Mohawk 





Feb. 15/94). Perhaps the most ridicu- 
lous example of Bloc Quebecois agita- 
tion concems MP Claude Bachand who 
was kicked out of Kahnawake on Feb- 











of that arrest, | have been preoccupied with the legal process, a process that is only now pase FER Bee DA i ee 
coming to an end. Б THE REFORM PARTY inquiring about their "feelings and atti- 

__ Briefly, the demonstration was against the scheduled appearance of Tom Metzger, the AND BLOC QUEBECOIS tudes" towards smuggling. Earlier that 
California-based leader of the White Aryan Resistance, at a meeting organized by the local While the Liberal goverment has, week. Bachand had also suggested in 


fascist group, the Canadian Liberty Net. During the demonstration, myself and one other 
person were arrested. Originally | was charged with five counts of carrying a concealed 
weapon, one count of wearing a disguise (a balaclava), and one count of possession of an 
explosive substance (a Molotov). In February 1994, | plead guilty to the Molotov charge 
and one count of carrying a concealed weapon, in exchange for the other charges being 
dropped. For myself, the dropping of the mask charge was the most important, because 
if it had proceeded, and/or | had been found guilty, it could have set a precedent for police 
to arrest demonstrators who choose to wear masks, to counter either fascist or police 
surveillance. l'Il be sentenced at the end of March and expect to recieve a short prison 
sentence (those wanting more information are encouraged to write, l'Il send the relevant 
info). In summary, | would say that anti-fascist resistance is but one facet of the struggle 
against white supremacy. White supremacy has been the guiding principle for the 
colonization of Indigenous peoples throughout the world, and fascist movements are merely 
the crude expressions of this philosophy, organized and politically motivated to carry out 
the true vision of white supremacist ideals. In Canada, fascist groups do exist, and do 
target our peoples. The case of Leo LaChance, reported in this issue, is but one example. 

The uprising in Chiapas has also kept me rather busy. In fact, it is one of the main 
reasons why this issue has been produced, because other than the expenses involved, | 
must admit | have not been very motivated lately. The uprising has been incredibly 
inspiring, Hopefully, the articles and documents in this issue will give a fuller understanding 
of the struggle of our Indigenous Brothers and Sisters in Mexico. 

As usual, there is also plenty of information on Indigenous prisoners and political 
prisoners, an area of struggle that will certainly remain a priority, in one way or another, 
for OH-TOH-KIN Publications. 

Returning to the problems of publishing a large newspaper such as the one you now 
hold in your hands: from now on, OH-TOH-KIN will appear as a much smaller newsletter. 
The newsletter will be 4-8 pages in length, and will appear either bi-monthly or quarterly. 
This will enable it to be published much more frequently, requiring far less funds, and also 
permit the publication of other materials | have wanted to publish. One example of this is 
a booklet focusing on Native Peoples in the prisons of Canada, based on the article "No 
Justice on Stolen Land," the main article in the last issue of ОН-ТОН-КІМ. 

There аге a number of people and groups I'd like to thank , both for their support and 
contributions. The first that comes to mind is Stuart Stonechild of the Cree nation, who 
is currently imprisoned and who has, over the years, contributed much to the struggle of 
Native prisoners. Last Spring, he donated a beautiful transformation mask to OH-TOH-KIN. 
Another ful and worked very hard to gather 





whenever we гд the ал to visit with them; | only wish | could contribute more to their 
work inside the prison. Others that I'd like to acknowledge are: Lafofora, the cast & crew 
of Fireweed Theatre, Racy Sexy, Kelly White, the Brothers and Sisters of the Third World 
Alliance, Arm the Spirit, Prison News Service, Anti-Fascist Info, Ning Ning Agno and the 
Angles crew, Jill, Phyllis, and last but not least Nessa, my “brown earth coloured women,” 
for her love and support. 

in conclusion, l'm still committed to publishing material on our people's resistance 
struggles here in Canada, and throughout the Americas. It is only the lack of resources 


which holds this project back, something to consider for anyone out there with access to 
funding that could be directed this way. 


Gord Hill, Editor 





SUBSCR' 
OH-TOH-KIN Publications 
for/of Native People’s 





for the moment. decided to avert a 
ble military confrontation by roll- 
rette taxes, many others 
have pressed for a militaristic solution 
‘These groups range from the anti-smo- 
king lobby. who would rather see police 
raids on reserves than a decrease in 
taxes which could possibly lead to 
increased smoking (they're very con- 
сетей about people's health, though 
evidently not Native Peoples) to mem- 
bers of parliament. In fact, MPs from 
both the right-wing Reform Party and 
the sovereigntist Bloc Quebecois have 
distinguised themselves by es: 
demanding ће govemment se 
troops to bloodily enforce “law and 
order.” Both partys displayed their 
racist positions on discussions of Native 
self-government that do not even 
address the sovereignty of First Nations, 
In the House of Commons. Reform MP 
Jim Abbott (Kootenay East) called for 
increased police action: "Does the 
prime minister's definition of self-gov- 
еттеп! include the right to disregard 
the laws of Canada and to threaten 
be called in to enforce 
them? As long as the Liberals continue 
to bandy around the concept of Indian 
self-govemment without definition then 
we're going to have the potential for an 
Oka” (Vancouver Sun, Feb. 8/94), 
Abbott was joined by other Reform 
MPs including Ed Harper (Simcoe 
Centre), Ted White (North Vancouver) 
and lan McClelland (Edmonton South- 


































As for the 
Lucien Bouchard and other members of 
the party have repeatedly demanded an 
explanation from the Liberals as to why 
the RCMP have not already been active 
on the reserves. When Le Soleil repor- 
ted that the RCMP had cancelled an 
anti-smuggling operation that would 
have been directed at Kahnawake, Bou- 
chard said "Why is the RCMP not 
intervening? Is it true the govemment 
gave an order not 10?" (Vancouv 











the House of Commons that а prolifer- 
ation of firearms in Akwesasne was 
creating a "climate of terror," as if it 
wasn't the daily threats of police raids 
creating the real “climate of terror.” 
Incredibly. Bachand is the BQ's Native 
Affairs critic! 


REIGNTY 
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If any 5 military raids were to 
be carried out, it is quite probable they 
would result in armed confrontations. 
Kahnawake has. as already noted, been 
a no-go area for police for several years 
now. A similiar situation е: in 
Akwesasne. In Капеһѕаіаке, some 
sixty rounds were fired at two military 
aircraft supposedly conducting а "mili- 
tary search-and-rescue" operation over 
that territory on Jan. 21/94. Ostensibly 
searching for a "downed military air- 
craft"- which was never found if in fact 
it existed- a CC130 Hercules transport 
plane and a CH113 Labrador helicopter 
were fired on. When the helicopter 
landed in a field near Kanehsatake, the 
crew were informed that they had been 
fired at and that they should leave the 
area immediately (perhaps this was a 
reconnaisance mission related to police 
and military planning for a raid?). 

And this is the real target of the 
govemment’s “anti-smuggling" cam- 
paign. Just as the "war on drugs" pro- 
vides а smokescreen for increased 
police weaponry and the suspension of 
human rights from Los Angeles to 




















People's struggles for 
independent economies, those of the 
Mohawk nation in particular. When 
Prime Minister Chretien states "There 
will be no refuge for criminals, No-go 
areas are not acceptable in Canada," 
(Globe and Mail, Feb. 9/94), what he is 
really saying is there will be no refuge 
for free Native Peoples. and that Sover- 
cign Nations. with independent terri- 
tories. are not acceptable in Canada 





More than anything else. it’s likely 
that the cuts in tobacco taxes will sev- 
erely diminish the trade in contraband 
cigarettes. Only those who oppose the 
liberation of Native Peoples will be 
glad to see this. While the tax cuts will 

















Resistance. undermine the tobacco trade. police 

harassment of Mohawks has intensified 
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was the case during the Oka Crisis. the 
Canadian government fears the backlash 
such an action could have across the 
country from Native Peoples. In this 
way, it 1 that demonstrations of 
solidarity be undertaken now. and that 
the smear campaign against cigarette 
smuggling and Native Peoples be 
countered, because once the govemment 
feels it has sufficiently prepared the 
Canadian public for military action 
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V6B 3X4 Canada This entire campaign must be 

viewed in the wider context of Native 
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tion. It is not about cigarettes or 
ling, these are only tools being used at 
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